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Tennis 


Money and 
power but 
little drama 


س ا 
Stephen Blerley In Munich‏ 


tat efi a_ i aal EY 
B ORIS BECKER began the year 
with victory in lhe Australian 
Open and ended it in triunıph in 
Munich on Sunday, bealing Goran 
lvanisevic 63, Gt, FH! in the sea 
son's final tournament, the Grand 
Cup 
Ivanisevîc hacl bealeı Becker six 
times bêfore Sunday but on this ûe- 
caslon be never hid a prayer. Tht 
29-year-old Gerınan was in imper- 


" | Slam 


32 SPORT 


Football Premiership: West Ham United 2 Manchester United 2 


Slipshod champions lose their grip 


David Lacey 


ANCHESTER United, 
their place in the European 
Cup tpıarter-fiials secure, 


turnecl to domestic matters on Suii- 
day only to find West Ham United 
ıuluctanl te be cast in ihe role uf 
cdonrmats. A win for Alex Fergu- 
snl's leam MH Upon Park would 
have enabled them Io» rejoin Hie 
lating pack in fhe Premiership but 
nı ¥noner was viclory in their grasp 
than it was whiskerl away by lwo 
le guaals in {wo nines, 

Anyılıing less than a draw wonkl 
kwe been scant ruwartl for the 


Although all countries that join ark Tran In New York 
initginative attacking football West ous form, parlicularly on his serve ا‎ Dublin the ا‎ union will be M 
Hon pruoduceel Hhrrntlioul,. Bul for’ which the Croatian. who hard won Michae 
the bulk of the mulch lis was nol 


OF] ANNAN ol Ghanû has been 
pirkexl as Hit next secrrtary- 


gvnecral of {lhe Unite! Nations after 
France ¢lropperl ils opposition {0 aû 
man who has spent almost hall is 
life ad lhe UN. 


The end of i week-long ingasse 


in ihe Sreurily Council, causal by i 
Tenell Non in a nnıntl of siritw 
pulls, was announced by the Britisl1 
wuyuy, Sir John Weslon, outside the: 
cnungcil lısl week, Te appuinl url 


ıs tu te confirmed by 4 Yule in Ut 


General Assembly. 


Frnes abjudled lo NIr Annan ln 


ge he could nut speak Trench, 
but eled iî velo alr ulin 
goes MMWR by sun uf tli 
UN'S mont powerfil nihin. 


Te olguing wcrm™irygenueral, 


peclal l4 run balanccd budgets, 
they will be alluwerl 10 run deficils 
of up lo 3 pur cent of GDP in any 
year. Thuy will be permiltal to ex- 
ceel these limits only if they ciul 
slıow thal they are victims of empo- 
rary andl exceptional circumstances”. 
But tle clifficult question was just 
how severc a normal econonic cri- 
sis would have lo be before a coln- 
try with an “excessive deficit” was 
accorded a similar indulgence. The 
answer agrecrl in Tubtin was lhal û 
counlry woulkl luve to show {hat il 
sufferer an anuuil tall of real GDP 
of J per cenl ur mort. In recenl 
decades there have been mily a 
dozen ur su exsimples of cuunrics 
hit by such a severe drop il ouljnll. 


A cıntry pleading for speciul 
ıreatment will ill have {0 show lat 


HE Dublin summit last week 
1 sirek û crucial compromise 
on the roacl i0 monctary 
union, wlıich paverl the way for the 
launch of a single European 
vurrency ûn January 1, 1999 — but 
left John Major's Britain trailing 
ılefiamly in iis wake. 
As snıaller Eurupean Union 
| slates, led by tlhe Irish presidency, 
brokered anı agreement belween 
frauce anl Germany un the new 
currency “slabilly anil growth 
mel", Eurupcan officials proudly re- 
i vnled their wining rlesign for the 
lirsl euro banknotes. 
The sunmil clears Ihe way for 1 
uıijor political drive in 1e New Year 
lı convince wiıvering pulblic opinion 


here last year, failed lo conie even 
close to breaking at any time. 

Ivanisevic nearly pullecl out of the 
tournament but apparently cuuld 
not fincl fhe referee tu lell him le 
was sick. A good night's sleep 
pulled hlın around and on Sunflay, 
as beaten finalist, he becaıne richer 
by $812,500, while Becker won 
nearly $2 niillion. 

Ivaıisevic was undoubtedly a lit- 
tle weary after his five-set senıi-final 
victory over the Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov on Saturrlay but Becker 
was totally clominant. A single break 
in eaclı set was enough for lhe er 
ınan. Tinı Henmaıı had given hin 
att altogether lougher time in Salur- 
clay’s other semi-final. 


PHOTOGRAPH: TOM JENFINS 


even less of Poborsky, who on being 
presented with the sight of Dicks 
advancing on him with the ball ap- 
peared to decide that Cliristmas was 
a more enticing prospect at that 
point than a lackie, 

Yet West Ham were warned in 
the 40th minute what the conse- 
quences of their failure to score 
might be. Cantona headed Glggs's 
cross on to Solskjaer, who con- 


end his goal drought as he challenges 


badly missed as West Ham hustled, 
harried and pursued their oppo- 
nents between the penalty areas. 
For all their possession and terri- 
torial advantages West Haın still 
needed luck at the riglıt time if they 
were to turn their first-half superior- 
ity into goals, Their shooting 
remained dîstant antl awry; their 
{inal passes lacked tlıe crucial ele- 
ment of surprise; Dowie toiled lon- 


2 
„. West Ham’s Ian Dowie attempts to 
for the ball with Manchester’ United teamates David May and Peter Schmeichel 


a E: 


Still no delight for Dowie . . 


bring on Raducioiu, soon after West 
Ham had fallen behind, which even- 


tually increased the pressure on’ 


Manchester Unitecl’s clefenders dur- 
iııg the last quarter-hour. West Ham 
will now expect (he pair to imagine 


lhey are playing tlie chaımnpions 


every week, 

Not that Manchester United 
looked ınuch like clıampions. In- 
Juries in Vienna four days earlier had 


relecl in (ir finishing antl, 
whirıı art inspiral piece of football 
fim Cantona sel mp Sulskjner' for 
Nlianchester Uniluel's first goal, to 
he followecl by a lypnlciılly audlaclous 
second from Beckhan, H Inokerl as 
If the gane would be won more in 
the spirit of Ihe wages snatch than 
the carefully planned bank raid. 

This was West Hanr's fourth draw 
in five league matches and tlıcy 
have not won in the Preınicrslıip 
sîne beating Blackburn at the enil 
uf Ûclober However, this perfor 
mance offered then more eneour- 
igenıent than the bare facls ol the 
result, ııo1 least because Harry Red- 
knapp's much crilicised Renıanian 
puir Dıruitrescu and Raducioiu 


looked more like the players they 


There are no ranking points or | in Ûvrmany, France ancl uller caun- 
the Grand Slam Cup. If there wer. ıs to back monstary union — if 
Henman would have leapt scveral ı the L4 timetable ean he nel. 

Mir Major concedecl fhe ther EU 

rcnuntiries were making “Herculean 
! eforls” fo meet the 1994 draclline 


deprived them of Gary Neville in de- 
fence and Keane and Butt in central 
midfiekd. Hard though McClair 
worked, he is no Keane, and the 
Irishman's pace and strength were 


estly but in vain. 

Before halftime the Manchester 
Uniterl attack remained more a mat- 
ter of theory than practice. Little 
was seen of Giggs or Cantona and 


e Egyptian Boutros Bouirios: 
(Muli, sil he was pleased then 
Africa woudl have a svrond fivo-yuar' 
rın al ihe helm. Mlr Anuıan was 
wmmiclel buise Ie lnilett 
Sules vrlel o second term for Mir 


trolled the ball with a flick and a 
nudge before bringing Miklosko 
into urgent action for the first time, 
the West Ham goalkeeper turning 
the shot around a post. 


lial been in 1he 1994 World Cup. 
Dumîtrescu began lhe ganie, 

with his compatriot on the bench, 

but It was Redknapp's decision to 


its Circumstanrs ir “neverlhulcss 
sxeeptionul". lı a binding pulitical 
declaralion, EU governmenls have 
agrecd thal this will niırmally only 
require an :immual fall in GDP of itt 


places, although his end-of-year | 
position of 29 is teslimoany to lhe 


mmm arr o - - 
e . . -- - 
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Boutrurs-t luli. 


The choice of Mr Anu ciips ct 


leasl 0.75 per cent. 1 
The tortuwus compromise is 


ıl qid he was “very rloubiful" thai 
hey woukl. Faccrl wih rampant 


The portent was not false, Eight 
ıninutes into the second half Can- 
tona's superb through pass sent Sol- 


Majesty: I feel sick at hearî (8,7) 


Cryptic CTFOSSWOFQd by Araucaria 


istillly to the euros (rom many | lesîxmetl lo alleviale fears, particu ° E . SUyvar career mı tlc E 
2 Beast's desire to be included in | skjaer clear of a square defence to ` Tury MPs, Mr Majur balancecl pasi: larly in Germany, that the single a oss that has givvn 2 n 
EBES the big guns (5) draw Miklosko before beating hinı tive support for some EU initialives | currency night be {ou sofî, ancl to E progress on the prol- The United Nations esti mates Ghanaian an nuwl : U 1 
Md 3 Hell is red stuff under the earth with a low shot, As Dumitrescu wilh dire warnings ılhıat the Union j pruve llut lhe EU will be tough on lems of Central Afrin was that about 300,000 Hutus have the UN, from lnınlgvtary mallers tt 
۹ ا ا | ا أ‎ 2 (7) swerved past two defenders before cuull be “blown wide open" if states | cuuntries running up huge deficits. achieved at a summit of African crossed the boarder since the CREP aS 
4 Lake not supplled by a river in driving the ball a fraction wide of . vouring closer iegration insisted | Bul by carefully ensuring that the | leaders in Nairobi on Monday forced repatriation by tlıe Tan- Mı r 1 UN Pee e 
MEISE KEE REH Spain (7) the far post West Ham looked far hat others follow their lead later: final ward on sanctions remains a | after Zaire stayed away and zanian government, wiıich has rise through the E 
2 ¥ lL ٠ 5 Getting no water lo wash away from defeated but in the 75th There had been fears a failure to | milter for political decision, the pacl | Nelson Mandela put in only aA ordered all Rwandan refugees was ا‎ Bosnia ا‎ ıiclı 
E 3 ا‎ i real sins {8) minute Phil Neville, who had re- agree the stability pact might have j can be presented in France and | brief appearance, writes Chris | out before the end of the year. thrust him İnlo the pu 0 
EO II ÎÎ أ‎ HEHE 6 Wander vacantly with a tanner placed Poborsky, delivered a pass to Iriggered doubts about the political | elsewhere as a (lefeat for the idea of | MHeGreal. Rebels who now con- . Rwanda a president, Pasteur though he 2 crilic ۰ y e 
from 1 down (4,3,8) Beckham in the penalty arc who will to keep to the 1999 timetable | automatic sanctions. trol large areas of eastern Bizinıungu, drove to the frontler Î for a lack of ne e 0 
2 E | 2 ا ا‎ 8 7 Fighball drunk by Miss scored another memorable goal, and the risk of currency turbulence None of the provisions of the sta- | Zairean and Burundi's military to welcome the reluctant re- e fire 1 is e ااا ا‎ 
NEH Universe? (6) chipping the ball into the top 1eft- ûn international financial markets. bility pact will apply to countries Î reglme were not invited. turnees, who say they fear perse- | style pe 
ELLE 8 See 23 hand corner of the net. The stability pact will hand far- | wlıich do not join the single cur- One element of the regional cution by the mainly Tutal army سیا‎ w eal wi e € 
4 ا‎ ¥ 15 Advance theory supporting With Bilic forced off by flu — not reaching powers to the EU Council | rency. But the strict financial tar | upheaval continued along the in revenge for the 1994 geno- ren 1 un e e ا‎ 
sterling? (8) that this had spared the Croatian a of Ministers to determine the fate of | gets set for acceptable budget | road to resolution this week, as cide, “J came to reassure them e a position he has 
HE EE EEE E E 16 Character from a short story by first-half caution for a crude foul on countries that take part in the single | deficits are bound to influence the | Tanzanian troops drove thou- that nothing bad will bappen,” he | held since 1 
1 down {6} Beckham — West Ham appeared currency, İf a country taking part in j attitude of the international financial | aanda of Rwandan refugees back | sald. But many others, including Bik 
ا‎ FH E E ت ا ا‎ 17 Knight no longer errant yet in done for. They had scored only 13 economic and monetary unlon | markets towards hon-EMU cour | to their homeland. Refugees Hutu extremist 0 Washington Post, page 
| EM NE LEN Queer Street? (7) league goals all season and now | Becker... imperious form breaks the ternıs of the single cur- | tries judged to be spendthrift. (pictured above) began a long led the genocide, are belleved to : 
18 Uranlumı extracted from titanium | they were two down with time run- rency pact, the council could im- walk home from the Benaco be atill in their camps or fleeing TT 5 
1 E | E 2 ا‎ | 3 could be phoney (7) ning out. progress the British No 1 has made pose huge financial penalties. Comment, page 8 refugee camp in Tanzania. away from the border. US critics turn : 
20 According to Wordsworth our Then it all changed. In the 77th | in the last 12 months, Last year : on Netanyahu , 
WE U | US Dergi voka | E ree soin pet Jobmnen | lahele frat E E 
on the left and, wi meiche ere were times in the firs 1 ا‎ . 
ا ا‎ EN FH FH 1 down (8 3) mickatint a shot ‘malde His near | and a hal hen Heg gen | Falkland islanders reply in kind to Argentine charm OTTENSIVE ' Labour pushes 6 
post, drove the ast the goat | troubled Becker with bo € 1 
MEME E SERE keeper into e èoF: locity and range of his shots. For ll : Ezard scure. Islanders have roses as well | Giant). Underlined is a passage in Major into minority 
1 Two minutes later, Dumitrescu's | of that, the possibillty of an upset ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPERY م ول‎ ` as sheep’ but find garden fences j which the BFG tries to pacify the 
Across 16 0 atou! one of five, in | Laat week's solutlon through-pass found Hughes şprint- Î was negligible. 


Van der Post, man 17 
of Africa, dies at 90 


Britaln’s problems 18 


dreaded nocturnal People-Eating 
Giants by feeding theın foul-tasting 
snozzcunbers: "Eating human 
beans [beings] is wrong and evil", 
the BFG said, ‘I is guzzly andl 
glumptious', shoutetl the Blooclbot- 


make you eat enozzcumbers. 


keep the two satisfactorily aparl. 
But the subtext is clear: happiness 
lies in sharing what you have, s0 
travel widely and tell your parenls lo 
share with us. 

Mr Di Tella said last week: “The 


Dahl's The BFG (Big Friendly 


WAR of children's fairy stories 
A has broken out between the 
Falkland Islands and Argentina. It 
waş launched Irom Buenas Aires by 


the foreign minister, Guido di Tella, . 


autlior of a longstanding cliarm of- 


Diplomatically, its message is ob- 


péry’s The Little Prince 


Henman banked $440,000 for 
reaching the last four, doubling his 
prize-money for the year. H : 
the ınost valuable aspect for 
week was undoubtedly the €XPF'" 


ing clear of the last defender. 
Schıneichel brought him down, 
Dicks put away the penalty as only 
Dicks can and suldehly West Haın 
were blowing bubbles again, leaving 
Ferguson and his team feeling a lit- 


19 Queen Elizabeth ttre first? (4) 
21 Old blast by jolly good fellow {5) 


Z2 Bıg story about saint at jewel of 


a church (9) 
24 Empty with silerıcer (7) 


1 Mr Map, shaggy, dishevelledl, to 
beal rerard? (11) 
J Lonclon palace ot î down's 19 


f 
10 Sone halr apacialısts with sod 


۹: 1 1 1 story has an idealistic message | tler Giant, ‘And tonlght I ls galloping j In black and white ٤ i 
orıament for a hat {7) 25 Raquest to an establıshment tle fat. ae ‘beaten E e ege E اا‎ TT E 3 
11 Haggler who wins another gels a funny look (7) “We cllln'l deserve ‘to win,"'said Î Michael Stich and MaliVai Washing’ he has sent all 2,200 islanders | hearts, 1 just want to get along on | Chile beans . . . Î is fed up with the | Because of distribution problems Ur. 
CC ا‎ the Manchester United mariager | ton! both ranked in the top 20: Rt. hotographs of his grandchildren; human terms with the islanders,” taste of Esqulmos, [ is very fond in- | over the holiday season, we are ٣ 1: 
12 tam a carrier anci am taking and soldiers are as we like them gallantly, “and West Ham ıt least de- | emphasised tû rmyself that Ica ris of pengulns; and postcards of | Reaction has becn less than decd of English schoolchiddlers. | publfshing nex! week's Issue e 
gverything back (5) these days (6,5) served a (lraw.” But if Old Trafford Î inltely play with some of the Pê Patagonia. This year, every child | grateful. One resident, Nicola | They has a nice inky-booky | with this one. a 
13 Romance pursued by fermaie wants to tndke a seriğus impact in- players, What I need tû do now İS Pago iS E TE Ereh | Cromle O û a Kê i | HO i 
E the Prenershi i gai { and int in News: “Not only can we | The passage suggests Argentina | Ausila AS30 Melle 50c ر‎ 
willingly (4) Down the Prentership, United will 'not | compete ãgainst the very bes hae received a PY O i rya | Penguin Newe: me 0 ele o E ٤ 
_meomelnng she T4 r O a lg I EÛ rs something, you jut . classic book The Little Prince. Its | reacl well but we all learned the story — to islanders at least — and a re- Î Danmark DK16 0 
ي ا‎ __ | ieeorernlght” E hero lives on a ny planet but roams | ofthe Trojan horse as children. opening of its Beagle Channel dis- | Fnland FM 10 ا ی‎ E300 
EE EET A the universe seeking the gift of muz- Now islanders have replied in Î pute with Chile. Subtext: thanks, | France ğzudl Arabia SR 1050 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Right stuff needed to 
fight corruption in Italy 


FT IS nol surprising thal there 
may be a few bones, even if not a 


US criticises Israel `w 


over settlements 


recenl developnıent. In fact, this has 
been going onı for more than a 
century And — especially in West 
Airica — sometimes has been initic 
atecl by local snıall-scale enIrepre- 
neurs, anti to tlıeir advantage. The 
process lıas accelerated in recent 
years, with less positive results for 


Jêrusaleım «luring the War of Iinde- 
penflenct, the brave soldiers of 
Begin and Shamir in Irgun and 
Lechi were murdering {lie delenct- 
less inlıabitants of ihe Arab village 
ol Deir Yasin, intending to create 
panic and to cause as ınany Aral)s aš 
possible to flee their hommes and 


Briefly 


R EFERRING to yuur article "Iraq 
dAgı'ees to (leal on oil for food" 
(Deceniber 1}, I notice lhe beginning 
ûl the article refers to "UN condi 
ius”, bul lhe lagt Ixlragraplı slates 


gilimation and character assassina- 
tion. aly neecls honest conserva- 


caınplete skelclon, in Antonio Di | tives more than it neetls honest | indigenous people; but addressing a | leave the land available for Jewish i “Diplomats said Washington Was Barry Schweld In Washington _ ara ae ay a 
Pietro's cupboard (Draggel down | radicals: Di Pietro may be down, but | contemporary problem is harder occupation. currently slucdlying the latest pricing REAKING a long silence, | “We have gone from calling the set- 
by ıhıe Italian job, Deceınber 8), Tlıe | he is certainly not out, with a faulty grasp of its character The symbol of JIrgun, a rifle hell | formula, ete". Does (his mean the Preşident Bill Clinton pub- tlements illegal in the Carter admin- 

Malian administrative and proce | (Pro? Gioranni Carsaniga., and origins. over the map of greater Israel, | UN has actually moved fron Ney ely chided Israel on Mon- | istration, to calling them obstacles 

dural sel-up has lorg been a maze of | Departutent of Talian, Mr Brown concludes by stating | Palestine, the Golan and much of | York to Washington, or that the UN f0 olicies on Jewish | to peace in the Reagan and Bush ad- 

intricate, mulually inconsistent and | University af Sydney, NSW, Australia | that appropriate land-use strategies | Jordan, portrays the ambition of the | can do nothing without US approval day for م‎ 


ARAN r, 


Ã woman wades through flood water in the outskirts of India's southern city of Madras. Thousands of homes 


PHOT ¥ RAMESH 


were aubmerged during heavy rains in Tamil Nadu which have claimed more than 80 liven 


Britain urges Cypriots to end arms race 


1998 could be used to persuaclv 
Greeks and Turks tu reach a quick 
agreemenl. 

Mr Denkiash also said he had 
been ready for faccmlo-face talks 
with Mr Cleridves for ınany monlhs, 
as the internalional comununily has 
urged, but Mr Clerides hal refuscel 
to afend a meeling. The Cyprus 
government say's it wants {o sec 
progress first ancl will not join talks 
for the sake of public appearances. 

Britain andl foreign powers are 
worried by lhe intercommunal vio- 
lence, and by the Greek Cypriots' de- 
termination to buy weapons fo match 
those held on the Turkish part of the 
island and the Turkish nıainland. 

After many years in which the 
Cyprus probleın failed to arouse for- 
eign interest, the threat of a war thal 
would involve Grecce and Turkey, 
both Nato nıeınbers, has at lasl al- 
tracted world attention. 


"a - 0 ٣ 
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"1 sense there is a vicw iı both 
cunıumunities that 1997 is a crucial 
year thal could mark raulicnl progıcss 
or be a niassive lust uppportunily,” he 
said afler meuing the Turkish 
Cypriot leacler, Rauf Denkiash. 

Outlining his 1O0 points, Mr 
Rifkind said the boundaries of a 
future Cypriot federation sllould not 
follow the present ceasefire line, ancl 
called on the two sides to take steps 
to encourage ımulual confidence. 

Mr Rifkind stood firm on his (ie- 
ternıination to meet Presiclent Glaf- 
cos Clerides and Mr Denktash ancl 
said the separate meetings had 
given him a clearer iclea of the two 
sides’ feelings and aspirations, 

For Mr Denktash in particular. 
entertaining a British minister in 
the Turkislı-occupied north was a 
coup, although he criticisecl Britislı 
suggestions that Cyprus's talks on 
accession to the European Union in 


ب اي 


Ghrls Drake in Nlcosla 
and lan Black In London 


ALCOLM RITKIND, the British 

Fnreign Secretary, lull Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots on Miouclay 
hat it was {heir responsibilily ta 
(ind a» sülulion t6 Ihe prublens of 
the divided island, and warned thal 
greater militarisation vould defeat 
efforts to start peace talks, 

Speaking at lhe end ûf a brief visil 
to Nicosia, he said the nuntber of 
troops and weapons on the island 
was "dangerously high" and out of 
all proportion to either side's de- 
fence requirements. 

Mr Rifkind, the first foreign sec- 
retary to visit Cyprus since indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1960, brought 
no new iniliatives [or reuniting the 
island, diviled since Turkey in- 
vadled in 1974, but he offered a 10 
point plan for building confidence. 


Golden opportunities 


Interest rates up to 20% p.a. . 
Choose between 14 different currencies. 


Investment Certificates 
Increasing interest rate over 5 years with 
continuous access to your funds. 


Swedish Kroner from 3% to 8% and 


ministratlong, and now we are say- 
ing they are complicating and 
troubling,” Mîr Baker said, 

Addressed to Mr Netanyahu, but 
intended also as a signal to Mr Clin- 
ton, the letter signed by Mir Baker 
and the other former officials regis- 
tered concern that “unilateral ac- 
tions, such as the expansion of 
settlements, woull be strongly 
counterproductive to the goal of a 
negotiated solution", 

And, the former officials of Re- 
publican and Democratic adminis- 
trations said, t(lıe settlement activity 
"if carried forward, could halt 
progress made by the peace 
process over the last two decades”, 
the letter said. 

"Such a tragic result would 
threaten the security of Israel, the 
Palestinians, (friendly Arab states 
and undermine US interests in tle 
Middle East.” 

Among otlıers who signcdl the let- 
ler were secrelaries Cyrus Vance 
and Lawrence Eagleburger, and for- 
mer national sccurity advisers ZDig- 
niew Brzezinski, Brent Scowcrolt 
and frank Carlucci, ! 

Past administrations have crili- 
cisecl Israeli settlements as obsli- 
cles to peace. The Clinton 
administration had taken a softer 
approach, describing settlements as 
unlıelpful, — 4P 
© The leading arm of the pro-Israel 
lobby in the US has suffered a sharp 
legal setback, required by an appeal 
court ruling to disclose the sources 
of its funds and how the money is 
spent. 

The blow comes just as the Arab 
press has launched a striflent cam- 
paigı axainst tlhe new US secretary 
ol state, Mladleleine Albright. 


Washington Post, page 11 


Call-Accounts 


'For example: 


agreed to leave the explosive settle- 


Describing the dispute between 
Israel and tlıe Palestinians as full of 
tension antl f"ustration, Mr Clinton 
said he had ınade his concern clear 
lb the Israelis. “I don't think any- 
thing should be done which woul, 
in effect, be seen as preempting the 
ulllcome of something they've al- 
rendy agreed should be part of the 


settlements on the West Bank, call- 
ing thenı an obstacle to Middle East 
aceniaking. 

he leracli cabinet decided last 
week to channel nıillions of extra 
dollars to the settlements, The 
arrangement, which will entitle şet- 
lers to generous tax concesslons 
and government grants, could 
encourage Israelis to move to the 
accupied 1erritories. Government 
officials hope the incentives will 
swell the mımber of settlers to more 
lhan 500,00 by the end of the 
century. 

Mr Clinton's criticism was promp- 
ied by disclosure of a letter that 
three former US secretaries of state 
and [ive other former top officials 
had jointly sent to the Israeli prime 
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, 
warning that his support for the set- 
llers could have "tragic results”. 

Mîr Clinton had taken a relatively 
yalienl and low-key approach to Mr 
Neilanyahu and his government's 
policies since the Likud leader won 
rleciion in May and during his own 
rw-election campaign. 

ln fact, the Clinton adnıinistration 
had stopped a long-slanding policy 
uf referring to the settlements au- 
thorised by Labour and Likud gov- 
ernments as obstacles to peace. But 
when a reporter asked on hlonday if 
he causidered the presence of 
HOON Jews on the West Bank ancl 
in Gaza among more than 2 million 

; Arabs an obstacle to peace, Mr Clin- 
ton snapped: "Absolutely," 
| The Slate Deparlnenl and other 
government offices are likely to take 
lhe cue and intensify pressure on 
Air Netanyahı. The prime minister 
, as kent a promise nût to start new 
' selllemeuts but irritated the Pales- 
j lnians by reviving subsidies and tax 
breaks for Jews onı the West Bauk 
and in Gaza after a four-year lapse. 
The Palestinians want the Israelis 
to leave the territories, They inlend 
to build un the aclminislrative con- 
tr] granted them by previous [Israeli 
Labour governınents and establish a 
State with Jerusalenı as its capital. 
In lıis exchange with reporters at 
the White House, Mr Clintûn said 
lsruel and the Palestinians had 


ments issue to the negotiating table. 


ual negotiating." 


A Simons, 
Camp Hill. Queensland, Australia 


— 


appalled and disgusted with‏ و 
the contribution made by Ewar|‏ 
Wooldriclge of tlie South Bank Cen.‏ 
tre to tle conference ün cultural ir‏ 
stitutions and their attraction for‏ 
honteless people (Cultural cenlres‏ 
act as community police, Decenther‏ 
Mr Ewart, representing Britain,‏ .)1 
said: “However excellent the cor-‏ 
cert you attend, your evening is ru‏ 
ined if you have to clamber over a‏ 
homeless person as you come out.”‏ 
Above all other problems homeless‏ 
people face in their daily lives, prej‏ 
dice is probably the most difficult to‏ 
cope with.‏ 

Kerrie Devanney, 

Canberra, Australia 


HE genetic structure of soya has 

been altered so as to enable lhe 
plant to survive the very intensive 
use of toxins clesigned to kill off 
anything tha threatens the soya 
plant during its growtlı. 

While the long-terın eltect of ea 
ing genetically allered plants ni 
be worrying enough, far more tang ' 
ble a worry is that tlıis product is | 
likely to absorb and relain loxins , 
which will Lhen find lheir way inv | 
those who eat the soya produce. 

Why is the Britisl governnienl 
not taking a stand? 

Alistair C Blunt, 
London 


VERSEAS aid cut by 3.4 per 
cent. Whal does the Budgel 
ıneau to me? Deep shame to bé 
British, aud despair at (he suciety | 
live in. 
(Ren) Nicholas Bradbury, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 


N explaining the withclrawal ol 

£50 million fronı war pensioners. 
the Prime Minister proclaimed to 
the House that this could be juslF 
fied because ". . . we always listen le 
the experts and act accordingly 

This is an attempt to raise û 
smokescreen around the proliler 
tion of ageist policies on the politic 
agenda. During the past few wee 
the Government has openly oF 
posed the inclusion of age discrimrF 
nation among the topics to De 
discussed at the European Inter 
Governmental Conference. 
Don W Steele, 
Association of Retired Persons. 
London 


right wing in Israel — all of this area 
should be opened to Jewislı settlers 
to establish the state. 

Therefore the only course open 
to him is the establish homelands 
on the South African model and 
maintain an occupation force to con- 
tain them. This is not the [arael we 
fought for 50 years ago. 

Yohanan Ben-Zvt, 
Auckland, New Zealand 


8 SEEMS hard, this comparison 
between the Bal Netanyahu and 
the sainted Rabin/Peres, After all, it 
wasn't Netanyahu who massacred 
villagers in Lebanon earlier this 
year; it wasn't Netanyahu who trig- 
gered a round of bombings with an 
assassination in Gaza; it wasn't Ne- 
tanyahu who made the original deci- 
sion not to withdraw from Hebron, 
Yet it is Netanyahu who is being set 
up to take the rap for the failure of 
the ao-called "peace process", 

One needs very acute vision and 
an affinity for fine lines te draw diş 
tinctions between lhe various Isracli 
governments. They all follow the 
saıne basic policy; if Netanyahu has 
approved new land expropriations 
in the West Bank, so did every ont 
of his predecessors; if Netanyahu 
has fired or unarnıed dJemonsira- 
tors, so dil every one of his precle- 
cessors. A superficial change of 
guvernment coultl not have daın- 
aged a peace process tlıal was nol 
fatally’ fawed to begin with. 

Ciifford Story, 
West Ryde, NSW, Australia 


All about 
myself 


HARLOTTE RAFEN'S article 

(Me, Myself and I1, Noveınber 
17} presented feminisın from an éli- 
tist perspective. Who is the "we" 
she's talking about? Maybe besl- 
selling feminist writers are all em- 
phasising the personal lately, but 
Raven totally ignores the deeply 
political, feminist work women are 
involved în at a grassroots level. 

Her feminism reeks of an acade- 
mic/mainstream feminism that 
many women now reject or totally 
ignore. Madonna? Only rich, mid- 
dle-class women have the time to 
devote to analysing Madonna's lite 
fronı a [enıinist perspective. Many 
other feminists don't care. 

aven makes it sound as though 
110 women are fighting for the riglits 
of women any more, That's really an 


antl new teclınolûgies to “improve 
grain harvests 30 fold" would en- 
able the world to potentially sııpport 
8 billion people, The wisdon and 
desirability of such a future escapes 
me. The overall point is that when 
framecl by misstatements and uııex- 
amined assumplions, even an ad- 


mirable message will not be 
welf[-received. 

Thomas Johsison, 

Cantbridge, Massachusetts, USA 


Clinton exploits 
imperfect system 


A J¥ EDITORIAL on the US presi- 


dential election referred to “the 
paradox of victory for a Democratic 
president while his party fails to win 
back the House or Senate" (Novem- 
ber 17). The paradox is not only ap- 
parent, but is an artefact of the 
polilical system in the United States, 
which fully shares the Anglo-Saxon 
fear of proportional representation. 
The arbitrary grouping of voters in 
Congressional districts skewed the 
results of the popular vote. Den1o- 
crats gol 31 per cent of the Congres- 
sional vote nationally, while the 
GOP got only 47 per cent, tliereby 
constituting only a minority of a mi- 
nority: the 47 per cent of the 49 per 
cent who voled. President Clinton 
ran ahead of the Republicans, but 
behind his own ticket. These facts 
are not widely reported. 
Jcffry Larson, 
Hamden, Connecticut, USA 


س ا 


E Martin Walker usually lo be 
insightful with his outsider's view 
ol what happens here in the US, 

However, in his column of De- 
cember l, in discussing a potentially 
interesting division iıı the Democra- 
tic Parly, he fell into the same trap 
as many journalists who report onı 
public opinion research — confus- 
ing focus groups with polls. 

Using the word poll to tleseribe 
focus group research implies that 
the socalled data obtained are 
definitive and conclusive. This is 
hardly the case. As a long-time prac- 
titioner of marketing research I 
have often conducted focus grOupS 
for clients. 

However, I have always warned 
that they are neifler conclusite nor 
definitive. They help (often consil- 
erably) in buikling inıportant bhypo- 
iheses, Ideas shoukl not be 
conflısetl witlı (lala; they are relatexl 
bul Lhey are not {he same. 


aking a close 
ook at Africa 


N AfY role as a historian and 

Africanist who struggles to make 
my own small contribuilion to our 
better untlerstanding of the non- 
Western world, 1 appreciate those in 
the world of Journalisın who pursue 
the same goal. 

‘Two recent articles from Novenı- 
ber 241 embody both the rewards 
antl (frustrations of this endeavour, 
Dominique Frarıche's piece on 
Rwanda was a masterful exploration 
of the roots of crisis in Ceniral 
Africa, emphasising the historical 
origins of ethnic categories as wel] 
as conllicts over access to critical re- 
sources that lie at the heart of the 
problems. 

So far so good, But Paul Brown's 
“Food Grown for the White Man's 
Table" is a step backward. In identi- 
fying the harm done by globalising 
the world fool economy, his heart 
seenıs to be in the right place, But 
there were some glaring errors. 

At one poinl he mentions "the 
ninc sub-Saharan African coun- 
tics". There are nıany nore Ihan 
nine sub-Saharan countries. 

Ã nıore complex ımistake comes 
when Mr Brown «(lescribes conver- 
sion of productive land in Africa 
from subsistence 1o cash crops as a 


oflen absurd norms, so thal (even 
discounting plain corrupiion) it is 
inpussîble for anyone to (lo any- 
thing witlıout breaking tlıe law, 

Ihe task of reforming public 
alminisiralion is not beyond the 
abillly of even nıodcrately rational 
human beings, bıi there arc {wo 
ınain reasons why Halian poliliciars 
have never been seriously inler- 
cesled in il, 

The first is thal opportunilies for 
corruption aré incrensetl, since 
Ihere is always some regulalion or 
ordinance allowing a clever lawyer 
to maintain thal (heir clieıuls’ actions 
werr nol currupt. Secontl, corrup- 
tion in Îtily was (aud still is) all-per- 
vasive, because, unlike Britain 
where il is a prerogative, almost a 
privilege, of those with power and 
aulhority, it has been allowed by the 
Italian political class to take root in 
alminisirative praclices at all levels 
in the full knowledge that any (lrive 
agairisl corruplion woul, {herefore, 
hcecontc polnlless, 

Di Pielro îs indcecl a conserva- 
tive, u “natural man of the right". 
His dedicated fight againsl graft, 
harl it been led fron the Tell, night 
hive been easily (liscnunted as nor 

mal political infighting. Led from 
lhe right, il was bound 1o make him 
appear almosl unique, given tlhe [ra- 
ditional propensily of Malian conser: 
vılives for corruption. lt gave lim 
enorınous prestige and real power 
ta damage his largels, Hence their 
presudt relentless attempts at dele- 
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Eugene Telser, 


Al the same time, he urged the 
San Piecgn, Caltfurnin, USA 


Iwo sides to conclude successfully 
their protractecl negotiations 10 
hring abuut a partiul Israeli pullback 
in the West Baıık town of Hebron. 
Utlherwise, he said, the current 
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insult (o the many women who put 
their lives on the line to figlıt for po- 
litical issues every day. 

Î sugxesl if Raven really doesn't 
wil tn "give up on the politics” 
then she should stop wriling cute 
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: Tusuli¢tl on Morlay on Israeli 
: roup redeployment from Hebron, 
™gnalling an easing of tension be- 
Iwcen the two negotiating patties. 

: The former secretary of state, 
| James Baker, who conducted exten- 
. Sive Arab-Israeli negotiations under 


1 
4 . 1 
1 8 2 1 1 tf 1 1, 
1 Deczernker 22. 1335 Vol 155 No 25 1 rruilibrium in the Middle East Miimin ivestmdnt only USD 5,000 or the equival e 
LI" bs es lhcrs TER E - 1 . . . 1 
iY Sterhnq charmte sitan ûn U K hank or sterling Eurroclionuc of the past : ka 2 0 0 e el alli Copyrighl © 1998 by Guardian Publtc allots 1 cuuld fv way. 1 E 1 1 
أ‎ payablo la ‘Tha Guardan Wrmkly x am HU ! UL Into fhe Comnauini- LId., 119 Farringdon Roar, London. ْ Talks belween the PLO and [Israel lostal code E 
, J Please dob ny Visa Mister Curl Ammuicatn E pross nzrnunt NO: les where many women — who call 


/ ET US Sop pussyfoutinyg nut, Bank of Copenhagen 
— Yr ite al prisoners of our pst, 
dul Netnyabus pet lies [rom 
Jibotiuski tbrouygh Begin und 
Sliruir tu Rain's itssilssi. 

While f wes helping lo tlefend the 
Jewish ruartcr uf Ihe Old City uf 


fhenselves fminisls — are fighling 
lur betir pulilical righls, The politi 
Cal is stil dive in feminism it's just û 
Diler of wacling Lhrouglh tle nuck 
te get there. 

Karen Hrarly, 

Nairobi, Kenya 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS ö5 
Cracks appear in Manila peace plan 


the far side of the globe, dubbed 
them Moors and began a canpaign 
of military subjugation and the in- 
troduction of Christian settlers 
which continued until the Spanislı 
were ejected from 1he Philippines 
by the United Stalcs in 1398. 1 

The lalest peace dleal, negotiatecl 
by President Fidel Ramos, appears 
nore likely to succeecl tlıan previ 
ous ones. It extends the pragmalic 
counter-insurgency pulicies he has 
alopleel elsewliere in the Philip 
pines, such is a siıccession of O0 
day iruces by the army in northern 
Luzon and oatber islauuls where il 
faces the remains of lhe Mnoist 
New People's Arıny formel 10 op- 
pose Ferclinancl Marcus. 


uaranteed to 16/2199. 


the Armm and chairman of the 
Southern Philippines Council for 
Peace aul Development. 

‘The breakaway Moro [Islamic {il 
eration Front (Mil, which de- 
mands an independent Muslin slate 
in Mindanao and claims to have up 
to 10000 armed supporters, re- 
jected lhe peace seltlemetut andl is 
awaiting separate talks. 

The conflict in Mindanao has 
deep historical roots. Religion rei1- 
farces (ribal clivisions; Islamic mer- 
chants (rom Indonesin converletl 
lhe inhabitanls long before ihe 
Spanisll conquislalores irrivecl 
fronı Manila in lhe 157s. 

The Spanish, confronting thelr’ 
tradlitionid religious opponeinls a11 
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process, however, lhe war that 
lastecl for more than 25 years has 
stalled to a political stand-off. Spo- 
radlic violence is intersper'secl with 
waves of kiclnappings to raise funds. 
On the slreets of Cotabato, Philip- 
pine army patrols and checkpoints 
remain in evidence, while Cobra he- 
licopters line (he airporl perimeter. 
The province's slogan nay be “Land 
of Peace and Tranquillity" — but 
Cotabato's mayor entrusts his safety 
to five heavily armed bodyguards, 
Under the terms of the settle- 
meut, the largesl rebel faction, the 
Moro Nalional Liberation I'ront 
(MNLE), agreerl to end its military 
campaign. lis long-serving leatler, 
Nur Misuıari, became governor of 
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Owen Bowcott In Cotabato 


ECESSIONIST Muslim 
8S rebels in {he Philippines are 
training a new generation of 
fighters in ınountain jungle camps 
around the weslerı part of the is- 
land of Mindanao. despite the peace 
accorl in September with the 
government of the mainly Catholic 
country. 
In Cotabato, the administrative 
headquarters of the Auıtonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao 


(Arınım}, children as young as 15 
are being recruitecl for military ser 
vice by the largest remaining insur 
gent £TOUD, 
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Unicef calls 
for end tO 
child labour 


Victoria Brittain 


ت 
NICEF called for an immedi-‏ 
ate end to (langerous and‏ 

exploitative child labour in a 

report İsaued oı» the organiBa- - 

lion'a 50th birthday last week. 

The United Nations Childrerı'a 
Fund estimates there are 250 
million children working, many 
of them in the sex trade and iıı 
industrlal joba that threaten 
their lives, : 

In Sivakasl in India, for in- 
sinnce, Unicef found a match- 
stick-making faclory: “Dust from 
the chemical powders and strong 
YADOUTS . .. were ODVİOUS . .. 
250 children, ınostly helow 10, 
were working in a long hall Alling 
in u slotted frame with sticka. 
Same were barely’ five yeiı’s oll." 

Intolerable forms of child 
labour are so grave an abuse of 
human rights that the wurld 

| must come tu regar'l (hem in the 

way it docs slavery, as unjustifi- 
uble under any circumstances, 
the reporl says. But, ts it points 
oul, ending all child labour will 
` be ulong and cumıpliaalecl busi- 
ness and nome uf the remedies 
ı propose by YYeslerners have 
| en vroumter-procluctive, The 
10S Hurkin Bill introduced i1i 
: the US Cungress aiming te pro- 
hibit the import of producls 
, mude by children under 15 is 
` Avast İn point, 
AMthough the bill never 
j feached the stalute bouks, the 
hrvat uf it caused pıınic inn 
Hiıngladesh's clothes induslry 


util dozens of chill workers were 


dismissecl, The chiklren, mosly’ 
girls, were traced ıl found to 
have move on to more clanger- 
uus andl explaltative workshops, 
| orto have become prostitutes. 
The report emphasises that 


child labour is mainly a product 


of poverty, and many surveys 


have shown that children's work 


is often essential to keeping the 
family just self-sufficient. 

But the report draws a sharp 
distinction between dangerous 


work and more traditional labour, 


such as on family farma. New 


areas of child labour of the moat 


exploitative kind have recently 


opened up in eastern Europe 48 


living standarda have plum- 


meted, while in the United States, 


immigrant and ethnic minority 


children have been found work- 


İng in fields wet with pesticides. 
Unicef’s priority is to press 


governments to provide free and 


compulsory education and to 
urge donors to tackle the eco- 
nomic preasures that have 
forced developing countries to 
cut education budgets. 


Children of primary’ 
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Burmese students risk wrath of junta 


junction. “How should I spell vir 
lerıce?" askecl a student who WAS 
writing out iı placard ucldressed [j 
ihe Unitecl Nalions. It said the Slate 
Law and Order Restoration Counci] 
(Slorc) was “trying to ııse violence 
against students striking peacefully, 
Please help us”. 

The authorities set an ıultimatum, 
The troops took their positions, The 
number of students hal dropped 
draslically. They were a vulnerable 
group, this cluster of L150 student 
facing hundreds of armed (rdûps 
and riot police with batons and 
shields. Their faces were lit by the 
flickering light of candles, and lhe 
chaminug of prayers filled the nighl 

A crowd gathered ün balconies 
nearby. They sang songs and 
shouted at the iroops, At 3. 15am lhe 
troops aclvanced and minutes laler 
the stutlenis were (lraggerl into 
trucks ancl driven towartls an unctr- 1 
tain future. Then tlre eerie sounil ol ' 
sweepers fillecl the air, brushing | 
away whûtever evidence remained. : 

H is tou early 10 sny whether Ile 
tlemonstralions will leat lo another ; 
mijor uprising, ur low Slur vill 
respond lo thal. However, ıuany 
fnrelgfn residents in Kango ¥ 
press cnncern uver wiial lhey sue an 
ihe aulhorilies' Iougher stand 
against any form ùf uppusiliun. 

They refer 1u the allack un Xs 
Kyi on Nuvember' f orchestrated by 
the authorities. Inerensingly vicious 
cummcnls inl implicit (deal 
lirents ald ly worries thn her lil 
ımay be in danger. 0 

As a Ranguun-banerl saniar diple 
mit expliined: "The slrvngtlt ol the 
generals’ hatred of Aug Su SM 
Kyi is such Lhat expecling them lw 
belave logically ınay be mislaken. 
The next step they lake may be 
kill her.” — The Obserrer 
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for Democracy. They demanded tlie 
release of students still being de- 
tained ind Lhe right to esiablish un 
indepenclent situclenl union, 
“These are demands about stuclen1s" 
affairs, but actually this is all about 
democracy,” saicl a physics student, 
“Ye want freedont for all the people 
in Burma,” added lıis friend. 

The tension rose as it became 
clear the army and riot police lıacd 
locked all roads leading to tle 


۹ ا‎ ED 
pendence hero Aung Sa 


A student grins inde 
in Rangoon last week 


were juinecl by 1,500 bystanders, 
ınany' of whom expressect their suj> 
port. Memories of lle 1988 upris- 
ing, and the brulal way in which the 
ınillary cracked dowıı on the pro- 
testers, were revivedl, 

Passionate speakers took urs to 
express their demands as they 
clasped portraits of General Aung 
San, hero of Burma's independence 
struggle and father of Aung San Suu 
Kyi, leader of tlie National League 


EYEWITNESS 
Minka NlIjJhulis 


11 HE MEDIA exaggcrate 
the situation," claimed 


the interrogators who 
took me off to the hearlquarters of 
the Iınmigralion Office in the 
Burınese capital, Rangoon. 

“There is only a very snıall prob- 
lem in Burma and there are very 
few slrlents involved, but the for- 
eign merlin turn it into something 
big. This is bad for Burma's Inage 
abroad," clcclared a plainclothes 
palicenıan, who declined to disclose 
his name or rank. 

What has been whispered for 
months, and hoped for by marty, has 
corne t0 pass, For days, sluclenits 
lıave demonstratecl in lhe sircets 
antl on the canıpuses of Rangoon. 

In the cyes of my interrogator, | 
real anger that CNN lal nanigecl 
lo report lhe tlemonsirations. Was ] 
unt of (hise wlio Loole pictures af, or 
fimecl, the protest? Aş the hours 
passal, hr refused to take “no” [or 
in answer, Tlie tone fluvctuatecdl fron 
ihe pulitcely apologetic Lo the intimi- 
dating and hostile, 

It tonk three hours before the de- 
cision wits laken to cleport me inı- 
mwdlînlely. Back in Bangkok, [ found 
uul (hal threc other journalists acl 
been (leparied for enering the 
CiuiMry om Corlrisl visas. 

Fur Ihe first time since 108B, 
stzlcals have taken lı the slrcels iy 
large nuınbers. ‘Fhe Lon Hitein, fhe 

clrearecl rîol police, anc soldiers 
wilh guns have been posted ün {he 
ronds. But the slutlents centinue to 
make theîr protesis heard. 

On Friday last week nbout 5ON sat 
down al ihe inl{erseclion near the 
catnpus of Rangoon ıuniversity. They 


E E‏ ق 
Saddam's son wounded |‏ 
as gunmen fire on his car‏ 


President Sacllam is vulnerable lo 
{he sudden, unexpevied blow hat 
one (lay must bring his downfall. 
According to Baghdad newspa 
pers las1 week, Uclay — officially de. 
seribecl as only "liglıtly wounded 
— was making a speedy recovery M 
hospital. 1 
As details of the incident 
enıergecl, one report from Baghda 
quoted witnesses saying two gn” 
men were involved, Accounts from 
the exiled opposition were morê 
dramatic, They citecl witnesses 43 
saying tlıat four or five men arm 
wîtlı nıachine-guns and grenades 
took part in the atiack in alMor 
sour, a smart residential suburb. 
Uday, aged 33, was reporl 
seen with his head covered in blood 
~—— although it was not clear, as iS 
guards rushed him 1o hospitah 
whether this was caused by bullets 
or the smashed windscreen. The 
assailants escaped. 
If these accounts اي ا‎ 
planning involved nıust be (i 
ing to lie regime — although UdaY 
has always presented an easy 
get. Notoriously reckless, especin 
when drunk, he would often career 
unescorted around Baghclad in al 
expensive car. 
© Tlie United Nalions Conpensê 
tion Commission was expected © 
rule on Tuesday that Iraq musl ا‎ 
the Kuwaiti Oil Company at le 
$610 million to mect the cosls of ¥ 
tinguishing the oil-well fires start 
by retreating Iraqi troops in 1991. 


David Hirat In Belrut 


2 
OS of people gatlıered 

on Friday last week iıı the Bagh- 
dad street where Saddlaın Hussein's 
elder son survived an assassination 
attenıpt the day before, in a staged 
celebration of Uday Hussein's re- 
nıarkable escape from gunmen who 
attacked his car. 

But there were suspicions that 
Uday’s condition could be more se- 
rious than the regime has admitted, 
and behind the façade of celebration 
— marked by the slaughter of 
sheep — [raqis were braced for 
sweeping retaliation. 

A Tehıran-based Iraqi opposition 
group claimed it was behind the as- 
sassination atlempt. 1n a statement, 
the Islamic Dawa Party said: “A 
Hroup uf our heroic strugglers . . . 
inflictecl the verdict of God and the 
people unto the enemy of Gol and 
the people, Uday Saddam al Tikriti, 
wlto has caused nisehief and erinne 
in ihe land, like his diclator father,” 

In Jorclan, offivials said the bor- 
(ler with Iraq was closed for several 
hour's after the atlack, apparently to 
prevent thuse responsible fron 
weing the cuuniry. Iraqi officials 
searched cars and passengers 
vrussing lhe border after it had 
reopened. 

Exiled oppancnts of the Iraqi 
regime said tlıat the allack is a bru- 
tal shack {o the system —— proof Ihal 
in spile uf lis success in securing ù 
Parlial resunytion of oil exports, 


Nato forces set to pursue 
war criminals in Bosnia 


down in the number of iroûps in 
Bosnia over the next 18 months.” 

The new strategy was described 
as moving beyond tle present low- 
key role on the war crimeşg issue, 
but stopping short of “turning S-For 
into a police force". 

It will include the provision of 
increased intelligence on the move- 
ments of suspecled war criminals, 
and new authority for the interna- 
tional peace force to follow up cases 
on tton-conipliance with the tribunal 
by local police, 

Bul at the heart of the new strat- 
egy i5 a grealer willingness to have 
SFor involved in the arrest and 
transfer {0 The Hague of indicted 
war criminals, No final (lecisions 
will be taken on the troops' exact 
rulc unlil a detailerl military study of 
all the issues involvecl has been 
cmHuled. 
® Nato fovernmenls claimed las 
week thal they bal aclievel a 
"breakthrough" by seeuring Rus 
Sis lacil cısent for the Kraclıal 
expansion of the alliance into cen- 
tral Europe: iı relurn, Moscow will 
be offers a piivilegel sreurily 
partwrahip. 

Their optinisn follayel nı 
anuunCemen in Brussels by Ile 
Russiun foreign ninisler, Yevgeny 
Priniikay, {hat Moscow wuuel slart 
neguliations with Nalo on a new 
Ireity, aul weld drop i previous 
cuuclition batt He alliance must first 
put its plans for enlargement on 
hold. 


John Palmer In Brussels 


ا ا 
No forces in Bosnia are 1o‏ 
adopt a tough “suffocation”‏ 
strategy in the new year in a con-‏ 
certed effort {o seek out and help‏ 
arrest more than 60 indicted War‏ 
vrîiminals.‏ 

Nato foreign nıinisters, meeting 
in Brussels last week, were told that 
without more robust action to bring 
allege] war criminals 10o trial in The 
Hague, the alliance might unwit- 
tingly lay the seetls of another wa 
ir Bosnia. 

The existing 60,0Nstrong Nato 
peace force, HFur, has resistecl a 
live involvement în the detention of 
suspertecl war criminals, arguing 
thal its main task was to separate 
lie warring jarties, 

But while Nato was reluclant 10 
sO out precisely what ıew instrue- 
iis irotps will be given wher a 
ıuew stabilily force of 2,000 tar 
AUK — Sor — takes over this 
week, Il was clear hat a much 
higher priorily woull be given tr 
lhe drive fo caplure susprcls 
wel by the intermutimal war 

crimes irfnueal in Ihe Netherlands. 

Ye will want bo harass then anl 
to suffrrite (heen by gradually lun- 
ming them inlo places where they 
can be more readily npprvhenderl,” 
ime Nite Jiplanval nail. 

“ would expect $For lo begin lo 
d4Ct soouCr ralher Han later og ihe 
issue ûf war crininals if only be- 
cause flere will be a gradual run- 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


The Week 


RECORI) 250,000 people 

marched (hrough the 
Serbian capital, Belgrnde, on 
Monday, in the continuing 
protest against alleged govcrn- 


ment electon fraud and in oppo- 


sition to Prealdent Milosevic. 


ELGIANS arc braced for fur- 


ther revelations in the child 
sex scaiıdal that has horrified 
the country, as police seurch for 
ınore bodica of children at a dig- 
usc] conl mine near Charleroi, 


1 SAFETY officials were at 

oclds and airline companies 
in confusion after senior investi. 
gators into the TWA 8O00 crash 
Nntly contradicted their bhangcs’ 
clalm that a fuel system wns the 
mont {ikcly causc of the accident 
uff New York In July, which 
lilied ull 230 people on board. 

Washinjlon Post, page 1 1 


| NDIA ancl Bıngladcsh signed 
n new treaty lo shure water 
frunt thé Ganges river. The lend- 
ers iutlccl the ngfrcement as a 
stepping slone to improved reln- 
lions hetween (hc (wo cuunlrics, 


RITAIN called om (ircece lo 

vnd (he prolents by farmers 
andl deal swiflly witlı conıpensa- 
lon clulıns by UIK lorry drivers 
inıppecdl İır (he road blockadca. 


HE DEATH toll of people 

wouncdled in fighting between 
rival facHons In the Somali capi- 
tal, Mogadishu, stood nt more 
than 100 on Tucsday. 


INE Indoresian democratic 

activists and a trade union 
leader went on trial charged with 
trying to subvert President 
Suharto'"s regime. 


EW ZEALAND'S prime min- 

ister, Jim Bolger, named 
four women and threc Maori to 
his cnbinet, day's after his con- 
servaive Nalonal Party formed 
a caalilon with (he populist New 
Zealand First party. 


FIREE cabinet ministers and 

ı depuiy minister are among 
Û0 members of the ruling 
African National Congress who 
have applied for amnesty (o 
South Africa's Truth nnd 
Reconcilintion Coınmisslon, 

Washington Post, page 12 


HE leuding Kenyan dissident 

Kuigi wa Wimwere has heen 
frectl on bail frurı prison on 
health gruuncls and allowerl lo 
sCek meclicil treatment nbreuacl, 


ONE-DAY’ strike by civil 

servants protesting yfiinst 
Eoveranicent plats (o impose i 
pay’ freezv thrvw Spuin into 
chaos last wuuek. 


T HE Red Cross suspenglecl 
work in Chechenia after six 
wearkers, all of {hen foreigners, 
were murdered in their sleep in 
Noavye Atagi. The 11 remaining 
stuff arc to be cvacuated. 


being set up to investigate the mat: 
ter by Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith, 
then chairman of the now defunct 
ınembers” interest committee. 

The memo came l0 light only 
after the Guardian had subpoenaecl 
clocuments from Riclıard Ryder, the 
former chief whip, during the libel 
aclion brought against the paper by 
Nir Hamilton and Mr Greer. The 
case collapsed. 

Mr Willetts is satel te have floated 
wilh ihe committee chaiır'nıan the 
possibillly of “exploiting the good 
Tory najorily" on ihe coınmiltee LO 
ensure lhe issue was dealt with as 
cıuickly as possible. 

Mr Major promotl Michael 
Bates — MP [or Langborough antl a 
junior wlıip — lo replace Mir Wil- 
lelts as Paynıaster General. 


Comment, page 8 


committee,” he wrote in his resigna- 
tion letler to the Prime Minister. 

John Prescott, clepuly Labour 
leader, said he hopecl that Mr Wil- 
leits would consitler resigning his 
parliamentary seat as well. 

"This is another example of a 
minister whose word cannot be 
trusled and who, when he had been 
found out, did everything he could 
to avoid resigning." 

The coınniittee's findings follow a 
two-month inquiry into Mr Wil- 
lelis's behaviour {wo years ago A5 
junior whip after the Guardian re- 
vealed tlıat ministers Neil Hamilton 
and Tim Smith had received caslı 
from Molhamecil Al Fayed, the Har- 
ratls owner, for asking parliatnen- 
tary queslions in A canipriign 
orchestraterl by lobbyist [an Greer. 

lu {he memo Mr Willetis tried lo 
smother a parliimenlur'y itwquiry 
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‘Dissembling’ Willetts quits 


ted by Mr Willetts, nor nıuch of his 
oral evidence, as being accurate.” It 
went ûn: “We are very concernecl 
that any member shoııll dissemble 
in his account to the commiltee and 
believe that this response by Mr 
Willetts has substantially aggra- 
vated the original offence. 

"We have (lecidecl that, in any 
fulire investigalion of matters of 
privilege or... about {he concluct of 
ınembers, it will be our normal prac- 
tice to take evidlence on oall." 

Mr Willetts insistecl {hat he had 
toll lhe trulh, "I am sorry my in- 
tegrily has been called irıto tyues- 
tion, especially as throughout thie 
commitlee lıearing I told the tru 
and I stantl by my evidlence to the 
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signed after they were accused of 
accepting maney lo ask parliamen- 
tary questions. Mr Willelts's resig- 
nation came only (lays after Mr 
Major's stricken government lost its 
majority in ihe Commons. 

Mr Willes, Payınaster General 
for only five months, decicled to go 
after a powerful Comntonsa coninit- 
tee accusecl him of “dissenbling” — 
misleading MPs and giving unirust- 
worthy evidence on his role aš a 
junior whip when the cash-for-ques- 
tions scandal was exposed two 
years Ago. 

The damning conclusions of tlie 
Commons Stantlards and Privileges 
Committec snidl: “We cannat accept 
much of the mecenorandum submit- 


Gulf syndrome 
Inquiry opens 


Davld Falrhall 
and Rebecca Smithers 


Eis Government last week 
buckled under six years of 
pressure from vcterans’ oryanisa- 
tiona when it announcecl a major 
invesifalion inlo Gulf war syn- 
drome, the condlition it had previ- 
ously refused lo acknowledge. 

One of the lwo studies an- 
nounced will examiic how 
veterans" ferUlity has been 
affected and whether their 
children show an abnormal 
incidence of birth defects, 

The other study will Gry to 
determine whether veterans now 
suffer more illness and try to 
identify causes. Veterans typİ- 
cally complain of chronic fatigue, 
memory losa, muscle palna and 
depression. 

The three-year programe will 
involve 12,000 soldiers — 
6,000 of them veterans of the 
1990-91 conflict and the rest a 
comparative group who did not 
go to the Gulf. 

Nicholas Soames, the armed 
forces minister, coupled the 
Commons announcement with 
renewed apologies for mislead- 
ing Parliament over the use of 
dangerous organo-phosphate 
pesticides during the conflict. 

Mr Soames admitted that 
Ministry of Defence civil ser- 
vants and military officials pro- 
vided ministers with inaccurate 
information over more than to 

. Those responsible would 
be disciplined if necessary. 


Davld Hencke 
0 
[ MAJOR'S disaster- 


prone government last week 

suffered yet another blow 
when higl-flying minister David 
Willetis unexpectedly quit his post 
as Paymaster General after a damn- 
ing report accused him of effec- 
ıively lying to a parliamentary 
inquiry over his role in the “cash- 
forquestions” scundal. 

Mr Willetts, who received a fax- 
free £A,OOÛ on resigning, is the thirtl 
ministerial casualty vf the affair, 
revealed in the Cruardian two years 
agu. Tim Smith, Northern Irelancl 
minister, ancl Neil Hauwuilton, tracle 
and industry ıninister, both re- 


Two jailed 
for bombing 


Duncan Campbell 
and Richard Norton-Taylor 


۱ WO young, middle-class Pale 
tinians wert this week sen- 
enced lo 20 years in jail for plotting 
the bomb tht blaslul lhe Isracli 
vımhassy in July LYM. A {hirl clefen- 
tlant was dlearecl. 

Snir Aami, agecl #1, and Jawad 
Kutınelı, aged 28, were convictecl of 
vanspiring to cause cxplosions by 
au 11-1 majerily at the Old Balley. 
Mahmoud Abu-Wardeh, aged 20. 

was acquilted of all charges. A 

| urt tlefendant, Nadia Zekra, aged 
1%. had been cleared earlier in the 
nine-week rial, 

The police said that they will con- 
linue Ihe hunt for the woman who 
plaued the homb, 

Il was just before noon on July 26, 

! 1994 that a silver Audi, driven by a 
»marlly-dressed wonıan, eııtered 
Palace Green, the London address 
of the Israeli embassy. The woman 
parked outside the house next to 
the embassy, went to the door of 
' that house, appeared to speak to 

someone ûn the intercom and left. 

The diplomatic protection officer, 

lan Duncan, approached her, 
and she explained tlıat she had been 
asked (o return in five minutes and 
wanted to buy some cigarettes. Af 
12.10pm the bomb exploded. 

„ No one was killed or permanently 

Injured by the blast, or a second one 

that night outside a Jewish organisa- 
lon at Balfour House in Finchley, 
north London. 

li was six months before any 
arrêsis were made. 


Store sued over lost film 


retraining as an ecologist, appeared 
at Leeds county court, asking for the 
price of a six-mıan Arctic expedition 


so he could take more photographs. 


Dr Matthews had been the first 
scientist to travel to the part of the 
Arctic, which, he said, used to be a 


Russian nuclear base. 


‘The court heard that Boots, after 
initially denying responsibility for 
the loss of the 36 photos, wrote in 


September admitting liability. 


The judge, Assistant Recorder 
Gateshill, told the court that the 
store wanted a damages hearing 
listed before a district judge for 
arbitration. Boots had not realised 
that Dr Matthews would be claim- 
ing so much and was granted an 
adjournment so it could be legally 


represented. 


A GEOLOGIST is suing Boots the 
chemist for the £30,000 cost of a 
Telurn trip to the Arctic after the 
Store lost the prints of his last expe- 


dition, writes Sarah Boseley. 


Barry Matthews, aged 59, of Rod- 
ky, Leeds, took his 36exposure 
film into Boots for developing after 
he returned in 1993 from Franz 
Josefland, in the Russian Arctic, 
where he had been studying the soil 
lû compare it with other world 


Tegions to forecast climatic change. 


Although the film had travelled 
safely to within 70 miles of the North 
Pole and back, Dr Matthews's 
frames of soils, vegetation, the sea 
and an icebreaker ship got lost 
Somewhere between Books's Leeds 


and Nottingham offices. 


Sl week the sclentist, now 


In Brlef 


T HE number of asylum seek. 
ers detained in Britain hag 
more than doubled in the last 
three years, according to 
Amınesty Internatlonal. 


S IX army officers at the Royal 
Military College, Shrivenham, 
in Wiltahire have been charged 
with raping a civilian student, 


HE controversial pattern ûf 

damages payments since the 
Hillsborough disaster took an 
unexpected turn when a Liver. 
pool fan was awarded £201,720 
for post-traumatic atress disor 
der following thc cleath of his | 
half-brother in the tragedy. 


ADIOACTIVE lobsters are 

being caught and eaten 
along the Cumbrian coast that ' 
contaln almost 14 dmes the Ell ' 
danger level of nuclear materlal 
set for foodstuffs, as a result of 
new discharges at Sellafleld. 


HOMAS CAMPBELL, con- 

victed of atx murders İn 
Glasgow's ice creanıi wara, was 
released onı bail pending iri aP- 
peal a weck after his co-accused, 
Joseph Steele, was granted ball. 


HE London School of 

Economics became the first 
publicly funded British college 
to abandon the principle of free 
tuitlon for full-time home 
undergraduates when ita ruling 
body agreed an outline for an 
annual fee of £1,000, with ex" 
emptlons for poorer atudents. 


T HE attempt by the explorer 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes to be” 
come the first man to walk solo 
across Antartica ended in fallurê 
after a recurrence of the kiduey 
problems which ended a previous 
expedition to the North Pole. 


HREE Britons were arrested | 

when Colombian police 
seized £33.3 million worth of 
cocaine from a US-registered 
motor yacht in the Caribbean 
port of Baranquilla. 


ROMANIAN child, bought 

two years ago by a British 
couple who were then arrested 
for trying to smuggle her out of 
the country, has been finally de" 
clared “free for adoptlon” 


A REouEsT for bail on health 
grounds for Roisin Mc- of 
Allakey, the pregnant daughter 
former nationalist MP Bernê" 
dette McAliskey, was refused. 


T HE population of Britain wll 
fall more sharply than Wê 
previously thought. In 70 year? 
it will be around 5 ıpilllon fee 
than today, according to gover" 
ment statlsticians, : 


جت ا ا ا 


F IFTEEN per cent of child- 
hood cancers might be 
Hnked to smoking by father®' 
The suspicion 1a that amoking 
damages the sperm before 
conception, scientista 84° 


Robert Maxwell would be proud of." : 


to recapture the initiative by calling 
a snap poll on April 10, mid-March 
or eveıı February. 

Commons clerks have cited 
precedent to advise ministers that 
the Wirral South seat of Barry 
Porter, who died in late October, 
will count as a Tory one until it is 
lost in a byelection. The opposition 
believes that ministers and Tory 
whips are filibustering, hoping to 
clelay the byelection so that it can be 
blenctled into the general election. 


senior colleagues now believe {the 
Conservatives could be facing their 
worst general election defeat since 
the Corn Law (léhêcle of 1846, or 
the Liberal landslide of 400 seats to 
157 in 1906. 

MPs on both sides are speculat- 
ing: either Tony Blair's team will en- 
ginèeer a decisive defeat, with Ulster 
Unionist help, before the predicted 
election dale of May 1, or Mir Major 
will try to wrongfoot his opponents 
by seizing whatever chance arises 


6 UK NEWS 


Labour win puts 
Major in minority 


because theoretically it can be de- 
{eated by the combinecl forces of 
the opposition. The Conservatives 
have 322 MPs wirile the opposition 
parties can muster 323. 

In reality, the Tory MP Sîr John 
Gorst, who wilhdrew his co-opera- 
tion from the Government earlier 
this month, would almost certalnly 
vote with the Governınent, His with- 
drawal in a raw over his local hosp 
tal lefl the Government with tlıe 
same number öüf MPs as the opposi- 
tion parties, umil tle Barnsley result. 

Labour will now press for the Goyv- 
ernmemM tu holcl the Wirral byelec- 
tion, which Ihe Couservalives have 
delayed calling, (earful of secing 
Ihcir strength furlıer climinlshed. 

Labour's wiı leaves Mr Major 
even more heavily depenclenıt for his 
survival on the Ulster Unionists. 

The Socialist Labour Party's can 
didate, Ken Capstick, aged 55, wlio 
was vice-chairman of lhe Nalional 
Union of Mineworkers, Yorkslıire 
aren, polled fcwer than 1,000 votes, 
just avoiding losing his deposit. 

The Liberal Democrats caııe sec- 
ond, but wel! adrift of Labour, with 
the Conservatives in third plac. 

Some of the Prinıec Ministers 


Gusrdlan Raporters 


N overwhelming Labour vic- 
tory İn ihe Barnsley East by- 
election last week officially 


turned tle Causervalivcs milo 1 nii- 


narily government for the first tiie 
since before the second world war. 

The 2l-scat Commons ımnajority 
tat jolın Major’ held afler tlle 1092 
gencral elcelion tilted irıte a minor 
ily witlı (he win of the Labour cancli- 
date Jeff Ennis, wlio comfortably 
held {he Soulh Yorkshire seat, ane 
ol Labour's safest. 

The Labour leader, Tony Bliir, 
sail: "This is another great byelec- 
tion for Labour ancl u lribute 1o0 Jeff 
Ennis, whe is dlodicalerl ta {he arvan 
nnd fougiıl a great canıpuign. 

"The governmenl majority has 
gone and we will continue to pile on 
ile pressure uımil (he CGravernment 
has gone too." 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
Paddy Aslıdlaown said: “This is ulter 
hunıiHatlion for the Tories. They 
have losl the confidence of the 
nation in every corner of the land.” 

The viclory leiyves the Crover 
ment vulnerable in {be months run- 
ıing up to {he gencral elcctioiı 


Tories win test votes on fishing policy 


intention to "negotiate the best possi 
ble fishing opportunities for British 
fishermen" was carried by 316 to 
304, a government ınajority of 12. 

The two results meant that 
Labour's plans for a motion of no 
confidence in the Government — 
had it won — were postponed, leav- 
ing the Tory administration stum- 
bling into the new year. 

Scats, Irish and West Country 
fishermen are incensed by what 
they see as unfair quota-hopping by 
EU states, notably Spain, and unfair 
restrictions on their own fishing 
rights in the name of conservation. 

Ministers promised to use interna- 
tional quota swaps to help the 
province's fishermen to compensate 
for past losses as a result of an EU 
arrangement, the Hague Preference, 


was enough to overturn a deteat 
over fisheries policy suffered by the 
Government exactly one year ago. 
After fears that the Government's 
victory would be only a slin one, 
the nine Ulster Unionists abstained, 
along with the Tory rebel, Sir John 
Gorst, in his first act of parliamen- 
tary defiance. 

Terry Dicks, the Conservative 
MIP for Hayes and Harlington, who 
was offended by comments made 
by the Prime Minister last week, 
nlso abstained, 

Seven of the so-callecl Westmin- 
ster Eight — the MPs who had the 
whip suspended after voting against 
the Government over EU spending 
— voted with the Governnıent. 

In a second vote, the Govern- 
ments mation supporting ministers’ 


Michael White 


OHN MAJOR survived the first 

test of his minority adlminisira- 
tion on Monday wheu the Tories 
clung an in a crucial fishing policy 
vote after a day of behind-the-scenes 
deals. 

ÃA Labour amendment was de 
feated by 316 votes to 305 following 
moves by the Foreign Secretary Mal: 
colm Rifkind to confirm assurances 
that Britain would hold out over 
plans by other EU states to mot 
ernise the Corımwnity unless the 
quota-hoppîng rules were changed. 

The aınendnıent claimed nıinis- 
ters had not done enouglı to protect 
lhe hard-pressed industry, 

Along with key concessions to 
Northern lrish fishernten, the move 


Ire over rail 
Sweetener 


A ED companies buying 
up British Rall are to share a 
£500 million windfall from the old 
BR pension fund, the campaign 
group Save Our Railways claimed 
on Monclay, writes Keith Harper. 

It said the Government was plan- 
ning to approve this “huge” surplus 
Irom the fund aš a sweetener for the 
firms buying rail passenger frnn- 
clises, Tle group said each com- 
pany would receive a share of the 
surplus and would be free to use the 
windfall to increase profits. 

Although the pensions of retired 
staff are safe, lhere İs notlıing to pre- 
vent privatised rail firnış from using 
the surplus to take a pènsions contri- 
bulion holiday, the group said. Its co- 
ordinalor, Jonathan Bray said: “We 


are outraged to learn that the GoY- 


ernment İs prepared to allow pension 
fund surpluses to be raided in order 


to line tlıe pockets of privatised rail 


companies [in] the kind of scam 


Refugee grants halved 


gramme to accept and help settle 
1,900 Bosnian evacuees. 

The cut was widely seen as politi 
cally vindictive as it follows tyvo High 
Courl defeats for the Government 
over ils attempt (o deny welfare 
benefits to those who fail to apply 
for’ asylum as soon as they arrive. 

The shadow hone secrelary, 
Jack Straw, said such a clecision 
would ic outragvous, especially as 
the Government bad jus! atlded to 
the burden on refugee uruuıps in the 
ıew asylum legislation. 

Nick Hardlwick, chicî executive of 
ıhe Refugee Council, the national 
refugee organisalion, said a cul in 
their £1.1 nillion Home Office grant 
would make il very lifficull for il to 
functiuut. 

“This is absolutely outrageous. It 
is clays before Chrislmus, Having 
cut the entitlement of asylum scek- 
ers to benefits, we haye struggled to 
provide people with a roof over their 
heals and sometlıing to eal. “The 
consequences would be (icvnslat- 
ing. We hope even at lhis lale stage 

they will pull back.” 


Alan Travls 


HE Home Secreiary, Michael 

Howard, is to cut by half the 
afficial funcling lo organisations 
which help the reception and settle- 
nent of refugees. 

The Home Office confirmecl on 
NMlonday” Iıat organisations, includ- 
ing the Refugce Cunmcil, Refugee 
Acliun, the Kem Comniiltec for Ihe 
Welfare of Migrants, tlhe Srontisl 
Refugee Council the Ockentlen 
Venture and tie Refuge Arrivals 
Projuct, fue cuts in {heir official 


grants. 
“No [inal (lecisiuns have bec 
taken," sall u lome Offive 


spokesman. "But we have never in- 
dicutal lo such organisations thal 
they shoulcl rely entirely on govern- 
ment funding." 

The expecterl davision to cut the 
£.4 million annual grant, pencilled 
i Irom nexl April, by £1.05 millon, 
will have a damaging impact on the 


work of refugee gtolıps. 


Most of lle groups have bec 


involved in the Governmenl's pro- 


Retreat over 
cattle cull 


Ewan MacAsklll and 
Stephen Bates In Bruasels 


HE European ban on British 

beef will not be lifted in spite of a 
humiliaing Government climb- 
down in agreeing to an additional 
cull of 100,000 cattle. 

The agriculture minister, Dou- 
glas Hogg, told the Conımans on 
Montlay that even with the conces- 
sil, lllere was no prospect of lhe 
ban on exports of British beef to 
Europe being relaxed for months. 

The political manoeuvring cane 
as Yietoria Lowther, aged 19, of 
Carlisle, Cunıbria, becamc the 13 
person to die from a new strain of 
CID, the uman form of BSE, or 
mad caw disease. 

The scleclive cull will cost £150 
nillion and comes on lap of the 
slaughter of 1 nillion cattle. The 
Government's estimate of the tatal 
ost for Ihe handling of the BSE cri 
sis — (rom March 1his year until 
100R — is E£3.2 billion. 

Tury Eurpsceptics were scathing, 
| Umre were repeated calls for Mr 
Hogg to announce a limelable for 
the liftipg ef lhe xu, but he told the 
Uomons lv was not in a posilion 
bu ola st, 

xSnre AMlarch 1his year, ihc (roy 
rine ls ide sovural ermar- 
ssi pulivy sSlills, rspcinly its 
ı HMO matroperalion pelic¥ 


i will Europe. Alur ifrueinp hu il 


sclevtive cull it the Floreace Huro- 
prt Tinton suntnit in June, the 
Government rencgeod on this in See 
tember, suspundling Ihe cull on Ue 
basis of what it claim was ney sri- 
vntific advice, 

Afr Hogg idmilecl thi 1l raa 
son [or the cll was political, to (ry 
le re-establish confidence in Britisll 

beef abroad. He also hinted {hal 

herds iı Northern Irclanrl could be 

fist In fine for export, because a 

cupllterised scheane in operation 

Illıere ınakes it casier to trace cattle, 
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Zagreb judge 
refuses tO 
step down 


RUNOSLAV OLLJIC, 
president of the Croalan 


Supreme Court judge recently 
dismissed by the government, is 


refusing to step down undil the 
administration produces proof of 
its accusations against him, 
rorites Rémy Ourdan. 

Olujic was “a paedophile and 
embezzling the government", A 
disciplinary procedure has been 
initlatecl afaînat the judge and 
ncwapapers are rivalling one 
sınother im coming up with 
“revelnlons". 

"his decision İs quite simply 
political,” anid the jucdlge, accus- 
ig the government of orgauising 
a “public lynching". 

“[ want to testify that political 
blackmail and rigged tials are 
buck in our country. President 
Tudjmnrn wanils a crony at ihe 
head of the Supreme Court. My 
dismissul has been cnginccred 
by the DZ’ right wing, which 
wiınlts lo take over (he judicial 
SvstCN. 

Olujic used lo be u close 
confidant of (he Croaliuu prusi- 
dent, who plucecl him nt the 
hend of the special acrvices 
before he entered the Supreme 
Court, “As soon ius Î was HPp- 
poinled to the Supreme Cuurt, 
1 left the HDZ and worked for 
the independence of the 
courts,” Olujic auid. 

He revealed that Tudjman was 
conferring with various judicial 
authorities “to co-ordinate the 
political persecution of oppo- 
nents and independent journal- 
ists", He said that he personally 
refusecdl to attend these meet- 
ings, which accounted for the 
governınent’s anger. 

“Politics prevails over jus- 
tice," confrmed Vladimir Pri- 
moarac, who was also removed 
from his post as a judge on the 
Supreme Court. “Olujic turned 
his back on them, ancl the result 
is he ls convicted even before 
any charge ls laid against him.” 

(December 7) 


priest who still commands powerful 
support in the underprivileged 
neighbourhoods, leaders of the 
Lavalas Political Organisation 
{OPL) have given Aristides latest 
initiative a chilly reception. 

With a majority in parliament and 
represented in the government by 
several ministers, including the 
prime minister, the OPL has been 
trying to organise the Lavalas move- 
ment without, and sometimes 
agalnst, the ex-president, So far, 
Préval has cautiously sidestepped 
any row with Aristide. 9 

The positive public responşe to 
the formation Of a new group called 

ilalives Dêmocraliques shows 
thai the Lavalas movement is losing 
momentum. It is also a sign of the 
will to strengthen Haiti's still fragile 
democracy. Ca 

Intellectuals respected in , Haiti 
and sponsors of democratic initia 
lives are beginning to worry about 
what might happen if the Haitian 
people, who expected the return of 
democracy to improve thelr îiving 
conditions, are letdown. 1... 

(December 7) 


Civil society is waking up after 


"The 1991 aggression made us 


Durica Nikolic, vice cluitirper'sun 


“President Tucljnan anl the HDZ 
link all ibe credil for cremMing 
Croatia belongs lo (hemı alane,” slic 
says, "Anıl in (doing so, lhey over 
lnalk the peuples will. Young people, 
whe ke part in public prolsls hia 
cause their Hautball hubs nane has 
bee banned s1 becuse Lherir riuliss 
satin is Hacked, feel lot rfinyu hy 
thu govermmnetil.” 

Ihe shorl line Ludjmian was nit 
of Ihe country his moreover whel- 
Lerl lhe appetites ıt AICCUSSUrS wll 
are tor the first time begining lû 
speak oul. Thr tabu of discussinst 
Tudjman's succession is increase 
ingly ignored. 

“Tere are #extremisls in lhe 
HDZ, this nat very surprising," sail 
Hrvaje Sarinic, general secretary at 
the presidential office. “I'm the only 
one to wham Franjo Tudjman en- 
trusts the keys of the ceuntry witli 
out fear. The president is indeecl 
trying to reconcile all the Croats 
around the creation of this state, 
ancl it is the same in the HDZ. 

“There is the riglıt and the left, 
and the president is trying to 
strengthen the centre. Those whe 
are getting ready to step into his 
shoes are mistaken, for the presî- 
dent is in good form,” 

(December 7) 


five years of ultranationalism. And 
for most people, the primary con- 
cerns are housing, pay, freedom of 
expression and greater integration 
with European. 


lose time and held back the process 
of clemocratisation, especially as 
those who are governing us are 
men wlıo've never lived under a 
democratic system,” sald Milan 
Vukovic, a Constitutional Court 
judge. "But theres no limit to our 
desire to organise Croatia as a sle- 
moacralic stale. No olher conununity 
loves ils couniry as much {he 
Croats love {hcirs." 


af the Zagreb municipal couıcil, 
tn i member of the opposition, 
isn't abancloning her patriotism 
either. She notes, however, {hat Ue 
government is sill stalling on 
appointing a mayor who is nol 4ã 
meınber ofthe HDZ. 


گ0 


press freeclom, and refers to ther 
as “these characters wlıo take sides 
with the Devil against Croatia ancl 
sell themselves for 30 pieces of 
silver”. 

There are more and nore scan- 
dals: Radio 101 was closed clown; 
the opposilion victory al the muuici- 
pal elections last year rejected; the 
president of the Supreme Court 
«dismissed; and strong suspicions 
that the privatisations have been 
particularly profitable for the govw- 
ernment's friends. The presidential 
office does not seem to understand 
that Croatia, alter the war, is chang- 
ing rapidly. 


tions who are standing face to face. 
"Croatians are living on two differ 
ent planels and neither sicle under- 
stands the other,” was the opinion of 
a (liplomat. The young people who 
took part in the anti-HDZ demon- 
strations are the same ones who 
brandished HDZ fags five years 
ago. 

The necStalinist analyses and 
diatribes against internal antl exter- 
nal enemies that television carries 
every evening are signs of the 
government's increasing paranoia. 
Tudjman castigates Croatians work- 
ing for International organisations, 
often in areas of human rights and 
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Winds of dissent stir in Croatian capital 


Rémy Ourdan In Zagreb 


ITH CALLS for demo- 
cracy being voiced on 
the streets of Serbia, 

Croatia, too, may be at the cross- 

mads only five years after winning 

independence. 

Proud of its existence, arrogant in 
its detractors' eyes, Croatia has fi- 
nally beaten back Serbia's territorial 
claims, and its ethnically homoge- 
neous population is satisfied with 
the crealion of the Croatian state. 
But the winds of dissent are begin- 
ning to stir in Zagreb and the period 
of national unily seems to be a thing 
of lhe past. 

President Franjo Tudjınan re- 
ıuurned from the Unitercl States, after 
treatment for what appeared to be a 
cancer (officially, a stomach ulcer), 
lo a divided country. When, two 
weeks ago, Zagreb residents 
swarmed on to the city's central es- 
planade in defence of Radio 101's 
| independence, shouting slogans 
against the “tlieves” in Tudjman's 
Craulian Democratic Union (HDZ), 
they were venting a real (frustration 
' Ilınt goes far beyontl calls for press 

freedonl 

Yuung Croatians who fought for 
| heir cuuntry's independence are 
, irritalecl !hat their demands are 

ignnred while nenıbers of the na- 

j nalist nomenkktura whip around 

lhe capital in limousines with 
ı nwkecd-glass winclows, “Dynamo” 
' their rallying call. 
1 Young people have ıut Horgiven 
Tudjman for changing Ihe name of 
heir football club, Dytıao Zagreb, 
in Dynamo Croatia. One young Za- 
xeb girl cınplained: “It's always 
Croatia Hıis ancl Crratia that, The 
yûvernment should understand that 
' *hat we want is to live normally and 
¥+t away from nationalism and au- 
Ihoritarianisın.” 
The deıninstratiuns stopped 
; hen the governnienl gave Radio 
Il a +45day reprieve, But nobndy 
| Understood Tudjman when, alter re- 
turning from Washington, he de 

| ¢lared le was not going to “allow 
leftovers hankering for the commu- 
Ist periocl to jeopardise nıy work of 
building a Croatian state”, 

Frûm now on, it is two genera- 


Economic woes pose threat to democracy in Haiti 


ing demands of the country’s inter- 
national backers and partners influ- 
enced by Aristide. It took six 
months of parliamentary wrangling 
before deputies and senators finally 
voted to reform the public sector, 
thıuıs opening the way to privatising 
nine national enterprises and un- 
freezing international aid. 

"The vast majority of “peoples 
organisations" — composed of 
neighbourhood groups, along with 
associations of young people and 
rural folk — rallied against the “neo- 
liberal plan” imposed by Halti's 
international backers. The privatisa- 
tions are stil! the subject of squab- 
bleş in the Lavalas movement, the 
vast grouping that carried Aristide 
to power in 1990. Despite official de- 
nials of a split in the movement, 
Aristide confirmed the divisions bY 
recently announcing the formation 
of a new political party, the Famille 
Lavalas. 


` Withiout wanting tè argüé openly 
with the former Roman Catholic 


strators feel no fear when voicing 
their discontent on the streets, The 
blaody repression during the three 
coip d'état years (rom 1991-44 
belongs to the past, but it is a past 
that the champions of human rights 
will not forget. Their spokesman, 
Chenet Jean-Baptiste, said, "You 
can't speak of democracy in a 
country where impunity replaces 
justice.” 

The big clıallenge facing Pres 
dent Prévai today is economic. The 
vast majority of the island's 7 milllon 
inhabitants is still waiting for the 
fallout from the restoration of 
democracy. Unemployment and 
poverty, which affect more than 60 
per cent of the population, are again 
forcing the poorest to set sail in 
flimsy craft for the Floricla coast or 
to cross the border into the Doniint 
can Republic. ٍ 

When hıe took office, Préval was 
aware of the urgent need, to solvê 
Haiti's unemployment problem, but 
he has been stymied by the conflict 


However, gangs of former sol- 
dieres still hold substantial stocks of 
assault weapons, Early in November 
five people were killed in a stand-off 
between a police patrol and a com- 
mando unit armed with assault 
rifles and hand grenades. 

Two months earlier, President 
Clinton rushed a 30-man bodyguard 
to the island to protect the Haitian 
president, René Préval, after he dis- 
missed the head of the presidential 
guard, who was involved in the nur 
der of a political opponent. Cam: 
pounding the violent activities of 
deımobbed soldierş la a worrying İn 
crease in crime. As in the other 
countries İn the region, repatriation 
by the US administration of Haitian 
eriminals — who learnt their trade 
in New York and Miami — has coln- 
cided with the emergence of more 
violent çime. 

And yet notable strides have been 

made in respecting hunan rights. 
Since the restoration of democracy, 
journalists work freely and demon- 


ا 
Jean-Michel Carolt in Santo‏ 
Domingo, Dominican Republle‏ 


N THE run-up to the US pres 

dential election, Vice-President 
لھ‎ Gare spoke highly of the Amer 
can intervention in Haiti, describing 
Il as "one of the most skilful uses of 
diplomacy and military force”. 

Yet, lwo years after US soldiers 
Inoved into the island, Haitian 
democracy remaina unstable. To 
shore It up, the United Nations 

ity Council has decided to ex- 
lend the mandate of its peacekeer- 
ers, who took over from US troops 
on the island, until July 31, 1997, 

The fledglmg Haitian police force 
~— hastily thrown together when the 
former president, Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, demobillsed the army — 
ack experience, training and 
equipment. About 50 trigger-happy 
recruits, who were responsible for 
making serious mistakes that have 

aken public ¦ confidence, have 
been dismissed; 


intel |. 


Deserving not a 
shred of sympathy 


sought to pretend that the words he 
wrote down did not mean what any 
one but this brilliant jackass knew 
they meant. It was such patent dı. 
plicity that sent Quentin Davies over 
the top and persuadecl him nol (o 
flinch from the role of his col 
league's nemesis. 

By going now, before being 
forced to, Mr Willetts does some- 
thing to restore the House of Com 
mons. The renovated sell-pulicing 
system couldn't have survived ã 
show uf stubbornness. Tony Ney- 
ton's skilful chairınaııship, which 
pruducerl a unanimous repurt, had 
to be precllcatecl on Ilê expeclalion 
that the conunitlere's stringinl criti 
vism, stopping short of a clivisiye ex 
pulsion order, would be cnuıgh lo 
get tle accused to du the proper 
thing. At least sone senior MPs, we 
learn, can collaborate in (he asser 
tion of standards that go beyond ıhe 
partisan. The public will be glad to 
hear it. 

The episocle alsn does a litile to 
support John Major's coııstant claim 
that politics are, in fact, clean. Df all | 
that's often said about lis tinne in of | 
fice, the notion that he has presided ` 
over a period of unequalled political | 
squalor is the one he mosl resents. ! 
He bitterly deplorecl every iusimut j 
tion about the systeın thal grew oul 
of the Scoft inquiry inlo arms fur 
Iraq. Nowhere in the wurld is 
straiglıter, he insists. And il one 
counts the number of politicians 
caught with their hands in the puk . 
lic till, that's not outside the bounds ! 
of possibility, 


| 
UF OTHER paymasters conf 
into the frame. The renas 
sance of Parliament and pol 
tics in the public estimation has 
some way to go. This may not be {e 
Carré's Panama, or even Craxls 
italy, and the civil service culture 
still does sustain a public life that 1s, 
for the most part, uncorrupl. Bul 
politics, especlally Tory politics, arê 
another matter. Tim Smith, who 
took money for asking questions, 
will apparently be asking the VOİETS 
of Beaconsfield to return him for ã 
fifth time. Neil Hamilton still pr 
poses to offer himself for election 10 
the Conservative interest, and mY 
well be assisted in doing so by hê 
sluggardly processes of the samê 
commiltee that last week congratl 
lated itself for putting the squeezê 
on Mr Willetts. 
These are shocking defornullles 
of the body politic, to contrast wit 
the partial satisfaction Mr Wilelt 
has been obliged to give il. Behind 
them stands the unresolved scAn 
of parly funding. Mr Major Af 
every ıninister without excep 
conlinue to cling to {lit indefensible 
line that giving money’ to thelr par’ 
however vast the sum ur distant If 
residence, should bé a privale mat 
ter. It is one matler on which ther 
not a single sceplic to be found. 
Late though he was to (listo¥" 
his integrity, Mr Willetts has a 
fron wlıiclı to retrieve it, and 
his career, which he will proba ٣ 
do. In ihe grand calamity thal 
about to devastate his pirlYy,, 
brief misjudgnient of the yollME 
witlı an ironcliıd mijovity, in ا‎ 
will count for fitil, Bu until 
parly sees Lhe point about 1S finds: 
the message in ınatchless 
that Tory grandees drew front 
Willetts affair will deserve al ا‎ 
cynicism il gels. 


Hugo Young 


AYVTD WILLETTS, caught up 
in the cash-for-questions affair 
while a Tory whip, is a luck- 

less victim, but one who deserves 

not a shred of sympathy. His erime 
was to do what other people do, en- 
gage iı the subterranean traclecraft 
of political management. Alas, he 
was found out, But, being found out, 
he became tlıe inescapable enblenı 
of a period in politics when the vot- 
ers are increasingly doubtful 
whether lradccraft and integrity can 
co-exist, His departure is a mini- 
num necesslly if the reputation of 
politics — 1 say nothing of the 

Government — is to be revivecl. 

Some may cateh here the stink of 
hypocrisy, lf everyone in politics is, 
1o some extent, a fixer, why should 
Mr Willelts's altempt at fixing be 
indicted as anything worse than the 
antateurish effort of a callow practi 
tioner? Why dump on this clever 
fellow, a longterm asset to the cere- 
bral side of politica, when many 
more unscrupılous operators bur- 
row in the undergrowth? But that's 
an argument which concedes there 
are alnıost no limits to what it would 
be proper for politicians, in their 
own liltlc club, to get up to. 

Mir Willetts miglıt have done het- 
ter, all the same, to try to ııse it. He 
could have said that whips are the 
natural confidants of a committee 
chairman wiıo faces the prospect of 
investigating an affair so explosive 
as the conduct of Neil Hamilton. The 
managerial question, the subject of 
his fateful talk with Sir Geoffrey 
Johnson Smith, obviously presented 
itself. The chairman no less than the 
whip had toe be concerned. 

Everyone in Tory politics was 
talking about the problem Mr 
Hamilton presented. In the free- 
masonry of the Commons — where 
every honourable man makes his 
own rules of honour — behind-the- 
hand conversation, “without preju- 
dice" as the lawyers say, is a lingua 
franca that need not compromise 
any participant. It would have been 
interesting, had Mr Willetts taken 
this line, to see how his fellow oper- 
ators, sitting in judgment on him, 
would have responded, They would 
have been hard-put to disagree. 

Certainly he would have sounded 
better than he did in the event. He 
would have saved himself the tortu- 
ous wordplay which anyone less 
clever would have found too embar- 
rassing to perpetrate, and which 


await confirmation. The E. coli 0157 epidemic in 
Seotland is now the second worst in the world in 
terms of fatalities. Only Canada, where 19 were 
killed in 1985, has suffered a worse tragedy. 

Likc the BSE fiasco, the latest food poisoning 
saga should not have been a surprise. Responsible 
officials had already raised the alarm. In his final 
report last year, Scotiand’s retiring chief medical 
officer pointed to the new poisoning agent, which 
emerged in North American in the late 1970a, and 
was spreading rapidly in Scotland. The Scottsh 
straln was known to cause diarrhoea, severe 
alıdoımninal cramps and vomiting. 

Ministers could be forgiven for not being able to 
forecast a specific outbreak. Where they are at 
fault is in their general approach to food aafety. It 
may sound good campaigning to cut red tape, but 
public protection recjuires rules and regulations. 
One minister — Nicholas Soames — dismissed 
food poisoning as “a mere inconvenience”. 
Another, John Gummer, expresacd scorn aver ù 
critical report on anı outside catering cvent. The 
officiul, if unspoken, ministerial line waa that 
promoting husincss was more important than 
health inspection. 

Scuttlsh legialalion itself is defective in regard to 
hygiene trnining for food handlers. The Insdlute of 
Food KHescarcb has suffered a 25 per cent cut to 
ith budget while many local councils have hcen 
foreed by financial rcatr'nints to merge their health 
inapectors into trading standards departments. 

It is agninat thls background that the five-day 
delay in warning the public of the outbreak has to 
be judged, The Scottish Secretary blames local of- 
ficials for the delay but, as the Glaagow Herald 
noted, “he had no business leaving such an impor- 
tant decision to iıard-pressed local officials". The 
delay has undoubtedîy helped spread the infec- 
lon. The scandal is now being investigated by 
three boclies: a police investigation into possible 
criminal negligence; a fatal accident inquiry which 
will be able to question ministers and officials; and 
an investigation into the disease by a panel of med- 
ical experts. A fourtlı group, a special cabinct com- 
mittee, was set up hy Downing Street last week to 
iook at the lessons for the UK. One over-riding 
lesson has emerged from the succeasion of food 
scandals — salmonella in eggs, liateria in cheese, 
mercury in fish, alar on apples, sulphite in wine, 

BSE — in the past decade: the need for a separate 
food safety agency. Separating consumer from PrO- 
ducer interests is the single most important 
change to improve public protection, 


A Hong Kong 
honeymoon 


4 ONG KONG haa acquired the chief executive 
whom it expected rather than deserved. 
Patriotic and wealthy, strong but supple, the ship- 
ping magnate Tung Chee-hwa fits Beijing’s profile 
idealîy for the poat-handaver job. He would not 
have bcen Hong Kong's choice, but someone else 
was choosing. Given the limitations, Mr Tung is 
still the most popular of the available candidates. 
He İsa, so to speak, the best chief executive that 
Hong Kong has got. 

On the day of the announcement almost every- 
ane was looking on the bright side. British minis- 
ters had “every confidence” that he would be a 
worthy successor to Mr Patten. Of course they 
would — especially since Mr Patten picked Mr 
Tung back in 1992 to add a pro-China voice to his 
owı Exccutive Council, Taiwan sent congratula- 
lions: Mr Tung haa family connections there, and 
Taipei lıopes that he (and Bcijing) will undcratand 
the nce for restraint If Hong Kong is 1a be scen as 
ı posilive nıuclel, 

Hong Kong civil acrvunts suggest Mir Tung is a 
man of compromise. The First lent will be whether 
he cin work with Anson Chan, the current chief 
sceretary, who has defencfecl Mr Puttcn's political 
reforms. Even Marlin Lee, leader of the Hong 
Kong democrala, has offered Mr Tung a “honcy- 
muon “n prohballon" aml u4kccl to meet him. Mir 
Tung's smartest move would be to respond posi- 
ıuivcly. Both he and Baljing are committed lO i 
"amuoth tromsition’", but hat mcins living wil ihe 
pollical ambiguities it requires. The burden for 
flare has shifted from British fo Chinese shoulders. 

Net everyone ls giving lr Tung (he bencfit of the 
cloubt. The campaigning legislative councillor 
Enily Lau suys thut Mr Tung wil carry ot 
Bcijings orders ruthlessly, Her protesta are also 

iam Cssential part of the pressure to ensure that he 
dovs not ictually do s0. 
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The colour of 
Euro money 


VITAL milestone along the tortuous road to 

monetary union for Europe was marked on 
Friday laat weck. First, and most important from 
the point of view of ordinury people, it was the day 
when years of rhetoric were euddcnliy made flesh 
— in the form af apecimen notes af the proposed 
curo, which will almost certainly become ihe solc 
currency for a core of European countries in a lit- 
te nare than five years’ tınc — irrespective of 
whether Britain jolns ar nut. The euro ia no longer 
û figment of the inıuuginalion: now, for lhe first time, 
there is something to sce. 

Predictably, the cnbcdded syımbolisn of the 
designs (bridges, winclows anc doots) was inter- 
pruledl in contratliclory ways. They remindccl the 
Eurusceptic Tory MP Sir Teddy Taylor ihat the 
single currency wus a gateway lo mass uncmploy- 
nuent, ı wirnclow to ıniscry ancl ia briclge to civil un- 
rest. But to Euıroephilcs the images are wirulowa of 
oppor tunity, bridges of reconcillllon su1d gateways 
lû nı NOW yf. 

Fhe second reason Ihe unvciling wan important 
lH this. Even lf Britain docsn’t join lhe single cur- 
rency il won't be 1ıble to avoicl il, Snoncr or later il 
will invucdlv Britnin. People will aturt to takc out 
euro-denominnted plastic cards when they visit 
Furapc; some wlll want curo-savings accounts; 
athers will want their mortgages backed by the 
“slrong" euro — which ınay lead to some salaries 
being pald in curos in order to avoid having to 
repay 1ı mortgugc in a slrong currency {the curo) 
out of wages paid in what might be a depreciating 
one (slerling). By iat time chain stores ind super- 
markets — {hanks to advances in clectronlc money 
— will be able lo ucccept payments in either cur- 
renıcy. İn olher wards, if a core group of EU meın- 
hers, as seems llkely, gues ahcnd with monetary 
union the whole European nmonctary accne will ble 
chargcd whether Britain likes it our not. 

The third reason it was important was that a deal 
appears to have been struck on the so-called 
stability pact, which removes one of the last re- 
maining obstacles to Continental acceptance of 
monetary union. Under the Maastricht agreement 
countries arc prohibited from anilowing their bud- 
get deficits to go above a celling of 3 per cent of 
gross domcstic product (GCDP}. That will affect 
British economic policy even if the UK doesn't slgıı 
up because the Niaastricht criteria will become the 
standard by which the International markets judge 
British economic policy whether the UK is in or 
out of the single currency. 

The problem is that if ane or more countries 
decide to let lhcir deficits rise to 4 or 5 per cent of 
GDP, then the burden of coping with lt would fall 
oan other counties, who would either have to traııs- 
fer resources (cash) or have to suffer higher inter- 
est rates. There have to be some penalties but f 
the original German plan of automatic Anes run- 
ning into billions of pounds on recalcitrant coun- 
ties bad been accepted, it would have risked a 
massive social backlash in the gullty countries. To 
impose fixed fines on countries with heavy deficita 
by forcing them to hand over more money is a bit 
like treating haemophila with bloodletting. The 
compromise — with escape clauses for countries 
in recession at the discretion of the Council of 
Ministers — has faultlnes of its awn (would the 
Counril ever have the cournge to apply sanctons?) 
but at least it locks ııs though a formula has hcen 
found thal may be more acceptable to German 
public opinion. It remains tn lc seen whether the 
increasing Hkelihoud of the single currency going 
aheıd on the nuinland of Europe will start ta roll 
bark the inerutminygly hostile lide of publke opinion. 
‘The unsur İs tual i probably won't unless Labour 
wins fhe general cleclion und adopts a sustainccl 

siralugy far winning (hé urfunıent. 


Protect the 
food chain 


Fe Al THOUGH tis month hous been for nainin- 
A ters, it shold hiye been Coven worse. Yel 
tunks to the 10 miles between Ionclon axl 
Fioburgh, ministers have escapul ınueh of (he 
wirnlh {fhe medin wonulrl lye imposect lıacl tlre foocl 
pisoiuy{ scamclal norlh of the Scottish border 
struck south instcucl. Twelve people have ciled, 
LNO are infected and another 20U suspect cases 
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In search of kindred souls 


Alaln Lompech looks at the career of piano master 


18 


Wilhelm Backhaus, Pollini has nol 


2 ا‎ : . always been entirely convincing, . ا‎ 3 OY i AP In Brief 
Maurizio Pollini who, below, gives a rare interview Ciher ün dink oF a oer. Hl Israelis, Palestni ans ر‎ A. 
clıarismA, lrowever, fascinates OO TE eo: SOUTH K ilate 
T HE lıalian pianisl, Maurizio Onc of his problems is اا‎ be is EE and fellow musicians ُ 6 ّ کے '. 8 ق‎ Fa | A courton TY hig E 1 
Pollini, recently embarked | someonc who is widely regarded — | alike. : S1 | | WwW | C “٣ hi 
mı a ¢ycle of geven recilals, | to his irrilation — as the most per An austere interprelafion of a 1€ e 0 al 8 1 1S1S the death sentence of former 


dur 1o cn in June 1997, in lhe 

course of which he will perform 30 

of Brvthoven's 32 pitino sonalas 

۱ tumiding the 1wo short sonalits, 
Opus 4%. 

It is iı nassivr unclertaking. Play- 

ing sn many hours of music ly 

heart is a [orniidlable challenge to 


fect antl (technically immaculate 
pinnisl io have enıergecl since lhe 
war. He refuses fo be an icon, 
cluspite lhe plaudits lie lias receivecl 
from the xgreal ancl the good in the 
ımusic worltl. 

When, at the 1960 Chopin compe- 
tition în Warsaw, the 18 year-old 


president Chun Doo Fiwan to life 
in prison. The court cited as 
mitigating factors Chun's coniri- 
bution to the country's ccononic 
development and his rale in 
establishing free elections to 
cletermine hi» sııcceasor. 

The court alao rediuccd the 


piece of nıusic can somelimes end 
up telling us more about it than a 
flashy performance whose bril- 
fiance is as epheıneral as a fire- 
works display. Musicians who set 
off on a quest do not always inımıedi- 
ately find kindred souls wlio under- 
stand thenı. 


“We are interestetl in a peace agree- 
ment with the Palestinians,” he saicl, 
"but we (leınand that the Palestinian 
sikle understand that selllcments 
will remain, builling iı the selile- 
ments will continue, ancl there will 


_- سے 
Barton Gellman in Jerusalem‏ 
_- ل 


PEAKING at the Wesl Bank 
% seltlement of Cli late lasl 

month, Prime Minister 
Binyanıin Netanyahu clefined sover- 
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the piiınists concentralîon, mermory | Pullini gave a performance thal won In the past Pollini, a committed eiguty as “having lhe power to say | be a place for selllenıents, for Palese ا‎ r ln e 
inê alıillly lu come to terms wilh |j him firsl jmize, Arthur Rubinstein Î comınunist, usedl to give recitals to to hose who would diclate to you | tinians and far E t4 2 ا‎ 1 E the sen- 
earlier recorded versiuns of Ihe | exclainicd famously lo lis fellow | help the protest movement against hal they cannot dictate to youl, thal Û There ix litle chance that Pales- e د‎ of 12 other defendants 
sohutas,. The quublic judges ciech | jiny nıcmbers: “Why, hc alreudly | the Vietnam war. He performed in you have the power lo r liniaıs will acvept their place in were conviclcd with the yu 
ıow pianist who 1uwkles the cum- | plays better lhan any one of us!" factories wilh Claudio Abbado ancl Israel, he said, has thal power | scheme, or any of several other cx-prenidents 
plele souatas by the yardstick sif his Pollinî hal alrciuly won a prizeiwo | the La Scala orchesira. He also naw, and Palestinians must never | posilons that Netanyahu's govern Chun and Roh were convicted 
ur her prethstessurs, TTis crud | years varlier al the Geneva cumpali- | pluyecl in Parîs in supporl uf the quire it. And with those worcls he ment nw defins absolute: او‎ of {reason for their rolcs in a 
prucess is inherent in the very mtr | tien in lhe men's culegury. Martha | campaign io free fellow pianist may lave put his finger O whal is N on ast Jerusalem, 1 197% ecoup that brought Chun 
ln of iMerprvlulîon: musi exists | Argerich, whi won He womens | Miguel Angel Estrella, who was Homg Wrong will the listoric exper | relurn nf Palestinian refugees E 5 PEE well ns 2 10RO 
only whic lt is performudl. prize {hit yer (nil went on lo win | irıprisımecl in llruguuy. iment in compromise belween the | the wars thal clislolgedl و‎ e ei r r ER far 
ا‎ iı a the city | Ibe Chopin cotupetilion in LHD, slill Pallini is it great fan of contemp- lh antl Palestinian national ES a democracy in lhe southern city 
where lie was burn uearly ff years | rematnbors being tlazzlel by thé | rary music and has earnerl Ile tul- rans: . : 1 E ٤ 
ap, wilh lis wi aml #yearold | alien leortager's E iia 4f Boulez, Luigi Nono antl, Netanyahu is determined 0 0F The previous Labor Party COT: 2 e Kin Young Snm 
sn, Dianicl. The firnilitre qd works Pollini gives ouly SÛ ar st recitals | now, Salvadore Sciarrino. Bul he is yose his will on several questions | ment, untler prfiine minislers 0 


has made cleuning up past cor- 
ruption a cornersloue of fis 
udmininirtion. Bul sourucns 
close to the prvaidet siy Uuut 
he likely will pardon his wu 
predecessors before hc loaves 
offitv DCX ¥eAT. 
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1 PRESIDENT Clinlm an: 

nouncuel on richly list yek 
his lust uum of Whit Hous’ 
and Cabin nppointmouuts, thet 
plunged inte a ranj of divisive 
issues il anı orl OWS 
conference, Ile leniatively 
endorsed ıı proposed televisio 
ras system, piissiunately 
defended his position on lilt 
term abortions and pluvdgccl 10 
do more to help the District of 
Columbia. 

Clinton nade officiul seyverul 
choices» that had heen forecast 
by ndministralion afficials 4 day’ 
earlier, nominating Rep. Bill 
Richarclson, D-New Mexico, 1s 
l.S. ambassador to the Unitecl 
Nations, andl Chicago lawyer 
William Daley as conımerce 
secrelAry. 

Clinton also confirmed re- 
ports that he had asked Attorney 
General Janet Reno to continue 
in office. 


HE International Monetary 

Fund, in a boost to the 
Kremlin, has approved the re- 
sıımption of lending to Russia, 
citing an improvement in tax 
callection, which had fallen off 
sharply earller this year. 

The fund announced tate last 
week in Washington that its ex- 
ecutive board would release the 
delayed October installment of a 
three-year § 10.3 billion loan. 

The IMF delayed that install- 
ment following a precipitous < 
decline 1n tax revenue this year, 
bath before nnd after Prealdent 
Horis Yeltsin's re-electlon. Minny 
firms stopped paying taxes be- 
fore'the clectlon aa they waited 
to gee if Yeltsin would win — 
and afterward, they didnot re- 
sume payment, Moreover, the 

. Yeltsin government handed out 
a large rumber of tax ûxemp- 
tions, which further sliced into 
‘revenues, . 

The IMF suspended the foaıısa 
when jt appeared that Russia 
was falling to adhere to monthly 
ceonomic performance criterla 
for the Ioans. : 


peti lu ru ol Cj hit hey 
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flit burn oulside {he 
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lave sare em Ail 
uiktal cn on. rh Hevin 
peel let wert: in “hi Bet iu 
wae chit MMi 
Ayalon dissented from he Nw scl- 
lees puliy, ellie etamyahu 
sirply: “U yu cay Selemenls,’ 
you've sil wit,” 

Arafat, lor his parl, is ınixiig 
defiance with signals tht he is 
willing to cooperue when askecl. 
Afier guımen killed twa settlers — 
a woman andl her IZyenrull son — 
near Bet El, then fled to Ramallah 
last wrek, Araf invited Israeli 
forensic experls tı the selfruleel 
city to klentily their gelaway civ. 
His forces have now arreslcil ibısut 
30 activisls of the extremist facllon 
thal claimed responsibility for the 
altack, and Ramallah's police chief, 
Colonel Yunis Al-Afi, said his inves- 
tigators were close to catching the 
killers. 


The fuel pipe involved is used to 
move fuel from the wing tanks oan 
one side of the plane to engines on 
the other side, a routine practice as 
pilots manage fuel flow from the 
747s [ive main tanks during a flight. 
But the fuel line that passes through 
the center tank is not one solid pipe 
but a number of shorter aluminum 
sections that are screwec together, 
with rubber O-rings to prevent fuel 
spillage. 

These pipes have been known to 
come loose at the joint, separating 
the metal sections slightly. If a sec- 
tion becomes isolated and the static 
charge has no ground, an electrical 
arc can occur across the gap. In acl- 
dition, a fuel leak spewing into va- 


pors already in the tank could form 


a static charge. 

Loeb said investigators are NOW 
exantinlng crash wreckage in an eُf- 
fort to determine whether electrical 
arcing occurrel on Fliglıl 800, 


although arcs can eave no trate. 


Investigators already have (leter- 
mined that the other evenls.likely 
happened. . 


Qlants merge, pags 14 


j el sevurils 


A masked amas member wuehes an uricli 
lslamie university in the nza Strip list wuvk 


li wis Sse, mi ilme bu be 
saq, ASA erlariMion of brael's ale 
caver EN le hui UY 

TE inim pute fl 
wil rurk-thiruwing etti. 
lsraeli sulciers fire ou r tlentuan- 
ru. leaiuian pli lir i 
the Israeli salelicrs, url Hour iiys ol 
streel combi lft more Iban 7 
people ılerul. 

‘Thal tunnel is still open iat buh 
etle, including Lhe new entrance 
opened agains! lle will af the Pales- 
tinian Muslin adninistraturs of lhe 
Temple Maunl, Bul few [lsraelis, 
ancl few members of Netatıyaliu's 
cabinet, are willing lo argue that it 
was worth the cou: an Aral) world 
reunified in cundemniation of Israel, 
u major loss of tourism, and chilling 
relatiunıs between Israel antl worlrl 
leatlers who hacl enıbracedl it only 
months before. 

Israel's security services, as ley 
did in September, are leaking re- 


Yizhak Rabin and Shinum Peres, 
was willing té negoliate oun ull uf 
those things and be crealive about 
fnessing them when il cuulel. 
Netanyihul, heeever, appears lo e 
more inlersterl in clriwing lines 
al niking gotl on raripall 
prises fu show the Pilesiiniiis 
Wi is uss 

“Wr are viding quickly towarul it 
risi, nere ban a crisis, in fiCl," 
sil Klulil Shik:ıki. whu frags (he 
[listine Cer bor Resezreh inl 
Sli and is ually suneHiHE ul 
an pli uist bout fracli-lUalesliniin 
peace. srl insistence hal sctile- 
eH i Dl pull, he sii, "is 
canvincing Pol slinians {hm Lis is 
somelhigg they can clo ahsolutely 
uutling tbuut peacefully." 

Arafals selErule ciıbinel, meeting 
iı Gaza City intn ilıe early-morning 
hours list Saturtlay, respontled te 
the new lsrarli policy on settle 
menls with a call for “the masses 
everywhere lt» firmly confront witl\ 
all passiblt means the Israeli settle» 
ment iggresslon in ör'cler to (lelfend 
the land.” 

Tlie last such throwing clown of 
the gauntlet was in September, 
when Nelanyahu unilaterally 
opened a tunnel running alongside 
Jerusalenı's Tenıple Mount, a site 
central to Islam and Judaism alike. 


that the Paleslinians see 1s central 
to their future, mosl notubly the sta- 
lus of East Jerusalem :iındl fhe cx- 
pansiun of Jewish setllements in tle 
West Bank. Paleslinian leagler 
Yasser Arafat alms le demonslrnle 
that fhe Palestinians, sovereln ur 
nol, have anjl "power to resist." 

lf a telurn to cunfrenlitiun Is 
vuMing, as Milıy SHINS Huw SUH’ 
xes, Îl has ils reals in thit bisic dile 
ence of ouluuk. lU is nist only tlitt 
their negolialisns are in :1 tleadlin k. 


The deeper questi. ancl he one 
wer which the yu sides ire now 
“ruggling, is whether negutinlions 


a all. 

The Netanyahu xovernmenl's 
lwcision last week on settlements i 
the West Bank raisetl thal queslian 
again. The cabinel vtecl to lransler 
bstantial governmenm resources 
1o Jewish settlers and those whe 
jin thetn in the West Bank, tlesig: 
naling new building in the nccupiecl 

Tt “ÃAleve| national 
prority,” 


Michael Eitiın, chief of the Likud 
Party faction in parliament, sumn1a- 
nized his government's position: 


TWA Probe Spurs Fuel Tank Warning 


the entire industry," and the indus 
try “must have sufficient technica! 
data and a thorough understanding” 
of how the changes would affect the 
overall operating character of the 
airplane. 

Investigators knew shortly after 
the TWA crashlı tlıat fumes in the 
nearly emply center tank exploded 
violently, but have not been able lo 
determine a source of ignition. 

The explosion theory outlined by 
investigators involves a lengthy 


chaln of events and conditions, all of 


which would have to combine İn just 
the right way to cause an explosion. 


The tank woulcl have to be the right 
temiperature at the right internal 
pressure; the fuel pipe would have 
to be in uše, and it would have to be 
damaged in such a way ihat .a 
buildup of static electricity would 


cause a spark. 


Airline accidenls are usually the 
result of suclı a “long, thin'chain" of ` 
events, in which the accident would 
not have happened if any one link 


were broken. 


prudent or wise for us to state opin- 
ions about what or what did not hap- 
pen to this airplane.” 

The Boeing 747 exploded in 
flames July 17, sending 230 people 
to their deaths in the Atlantic Ocean 
off the coast of Long Island. At first, 
a bomb was assumed to be the 
cause of the crash, but investigators 
have leaned ımore toward a mechan- 
ical cause as the investigation has 
draggedl on. 

The recommendations cover the 
roughly 1,000 747 jets operating 
around the world and other airliners 
with center fuel tanks that have a 
nearby heat source. The vast major- 
ity of commercial airliners probably 
would be covered by the proposals. 
A spokesman for Boeing sd اأ‎ 
Boeing jetliners have center fuel 

` tanks except the new 777, but he 
could not say immediately how 
many were surrounded by heat 
sources: 


Boeing Douglas 


spokesmın 


Webb said tlie recommendations 
caııld have “far-reaching effects for 


Don Phillips and 
Serge F. Kovaleskl 


HE National Transportation 

Safety Board “urgently” recom- 
ınentled last week that center fuel 
tanks on thousands of airliners be 
modified to prevent a buildup of ex- 
ploslve vapors. The warning came 
after invesligators determined that 
a buildup of static electricity on a 
fuel line could have caused tlıe tank 
of Trans Wurld Airlines Flight 800 
lo explode. 

Bernard S. Loeb, director of the 
board's aviation safety division, said 
slalic electricity is “by no means 
certain” ta be the source of the fuel 


lank ignition, but is “a very possible 
OUrce,” 
The safety board -statement 


brought to the surface a simmering 
feud with the FBI. James K. Kall 
Stra, FBI assistant director, said 
Wilh apparent irritation: “We are not 


| &oing to express opinions and we 


shouldn't. We are conducting A 


criminal investigation and it is not 


. or Uc he Sx-montlr-oll Nettmvalu 
ı gM Shores iu Coitneni 
‘Yew wilh Aral em the ulintale 
; art hoy sevk. 
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Exercise in perspective ,. . La Place des Vosges 


Images and harmony 


Ronis is also i gre believer ir 
composition and, oan his own afir 
sion, obsessively (ries 10 conmit W 
with the most "harmonious" fun: 
that can »nhance perspeclive. Her 
also keen to press the shuter al Juv 
the rigbt moment, so he can taf 
ture, say, a flying cauliflower ûf û 
wine-grower's guffaw. "To me, whi 
goes on in the street is ballet” 

The nıost surprising secllon If 
this exhibition of 170 photographs 
inclucles pictures Ronis took In ih¢ 


thirties, which (o uot fit into Mê ! 


classical mould. They include 4 cur 
ous 1935 photomontage called L 
Rêve (un Clochard (A Tramp» 
Dream), phota-lab) accidents whi 
dislort landscapes in a manner ren 
iniscent of some of Anciré KerlêsS 
work, experiments with BrassaFlkê 
cobbleslones ai night, lowa 
shots, and a sensual piciure of ã 
woman's legs reflected in a puddle 
One of his mosl striking phot 
graphs — of a womaıy worker ب‎ 
ranguing strikers — dates from 19% 
bul it was only in 1979 that he dist’ 
ered il in his arclıives. “The pl 
brought memories flooding back 0 
There arc perhaps too many FP’ 
lures in the show, {he result of 
gêncrusily of a pholographer wh 
refuses to be stingy. Ronis luis of 
nagging worry: “I've donated all 1 
archives to the slate, partly out 
cowardice. Afler I'm gone, Î M* 
they won't slıow things by me h4! 
tlon't fike," 
(Novemiher 19) 
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Michel Guerrin meets 
veteran photographer 
Willy Ronis in Paris 


ILLY Ronis, aged B6, was 

wearing jeans, a bomber 
jacket and trainers when he took me 
on a lightning tour of his currenl 
retrospective at the Pavillon des 
Arts in Paris. 

We started with a picture he took 
with his first roll of film at the age of 
16: it shows a group of youngsters 
having fun on a patch of grass with 
the Chevreuse Valley in the back- 
ground — ancl is already characler- 
istic of his style. “Anyone could 
have taken the pictures you see 
here," he said. “I'm an ordinary fel- 
low wlıo wanders aroundl capturing 
reflections of the show that goes on 
in the street." 

Out of “respect” for his public, 
Ronis has thrown in [or good mea- 
sure many unpublished ploto- 
graphs tlaling [ron 1%26 to 1906. 
They rub shoulders with large 
prints uf suclı Ronis classics as Nu 
Provençal, Bastille lovers, women 
riders at ıe Zapata Circus, a barge 
guing unger the Pont sArcale, ancl 
ulher images thal range in time 
from Ihe Popular Fronl to {he con- 
SUMO SOCIMY. 

Ronis, it former Communisl Parly 
mumuber who has remained “on tlie 
left" ind whose pictures (always in 
black und whit) plead for “n nore 
fralernal sovicly", loves the "poelry 
of the xlree1s" (mostly Parisian) and 
lhe ordinary folk who people them. 

Such is Ronis's skill, backed up 
hy his solld convictions, thal photo- 
graphs which might have encled up 
being insipid have great substance, 
Ligling has a lot to do with it, “I 
was struck by lhe light on this 
woman's face,” he said, pausing in 
fronl of a pholograph of people in 
the Metro. “Wilhoul ff, the photo 
would have been perfectly ordinary.” 


alsn on {he lookout for new talent 
among (hose composers wlw are 
grouped together under the "new 
music" banner. 


Forthcoming recitals of Beethoven 
sunatas by Maurizio Pollıni at the 
Salle Playal In Parıs: January 20, 
Fekuuıary 13, April 20, May 15 and 
June 1Û 


and cencerts a year, ind allows his 
recurclliuzs ta be issuecl ünly after 
he has carefully veitedl {henı. Now 
that lhe genermion ol keyboarel 
giants born around 1h turn of {bi 
cunulury Îs ıı ore, he belogs lo i 
stlecl band of pianists who tower 
over 1leîr conluniporiiris. 

Ye rlespite his perfecliunism, 
wlîclı is wurlhy of Dim Lipatti or 


of arl in his flat ore bath oll and 
melern, duel reflect his callHalic mu- 
sical fasles, which range fron Dich 
antl BHegthuyen 10 Buulez, 

Palliui is nol exactly hribheonting 
ad gives only rue interviews. 11e 
amlnits to Iewinge hal Sune serious 
tows with people whe were dMer- 
nite fo wi bim over t0 1hoeir way 
uf Ihinking, 


The intensity of song that rings eternal 


He canducted his U Symphony 
will an orchestra that included 19 
clouhle basses, Nowadays peuple 
want to perlorm il with a chamber 
orchestra, I've played on an early 
1901ı century piano, keeping 10 {lıe 
pedal nıarkings printed on the score, 
in the recitativo passage of Opus 31, 
No 2, the sound was muddy. Some 
people argue that Beethoven's pedal 
markings should be changed. [ don’t 
agree. That effect was deliberale on 
Beethoven's part. 


It's a dreamlike passage İn a 
more or less improvised move- 
ment, But some nuances indl- 
cated by Beethoven can't be 
achieved. Ita impossible to İin- 
crease the intensity of a sound 
once a tıote has been played, yet 
Beethoven requires precisely’ 
that in certain passages of the 
Hammerklavier., 

Every pianist «reams of being 
able in prolong or matlulale a nole 
afler playing il. Theoretically it's 
impossible. And yet — qwrlaps it's 
only im Hlusion — I think one can in 
fart dinplify it Soul after playing it. 
There is 4 transcendeul zune În the 
technique uf sound, a singin cpuil- 
ify. Sume pimisls uf lhe older ygener- 
Albion bittl hat rpuality. 


Such 15 Alfrecl Corlut, no 
duubl. Do you subscribe to (he 
viuw that ull young pianists play 
the sume wıy and do not pay’ 
cenouglı attenion to soul? 

Corl was ihe very embuclirment 
of that iranscenctent lechiguv. The 
young pianisls Ive hearcl in compe- 
tition finals cerlainly play all the 
nules — unlike sume of {heir prodle- 
Cessnrs, 

H woul be going too far lo say 
that the new generaliun are muclı of 
a nıuchness, But il's true (here were 
more bi ınusical personalities 


arountl in the old days. 


(November 19) 


have no rule. 1 play all thé repeats 
except the second repeat iı lhe first 
movement of Opus 2 No 2, bul | can 
ste why some people don't do thal 
syslematically. 

Beethoven himsclf was always 
very self-critical whıen İl cante to re- 
peats. ‘There are two manuscripts of 
ihe Eroica Symphony in Yienna 
wlıich show the various stagcs of its 
composition: Beethoven first put in 
a repeat, then removed it, then put it 
back in again. 

Tha indecision suggests that 
when he finally put im the repeat lıe 
did so on purpose. There is no re- 
peat, for example, in the Appassion- 
ata" first movement. Schubert was 
not so selfcritical, so one has more 
scope lo do as ore wishes with his 
music. 


Richter plays all Schuberl's re- 
peats and say" that thosc who 
don't are not true muslc-lovers. 
It has {o be said, though, that if 
youı don't plny the repeat iin lhe 
first mavenıent of Sonata D 960 
you... 

. Miss oul some pxrlUicularly' 
dramatic id iuportant passitges in 
hal Hievtemunt. 


Nikolaus Harnoncourt ancl Juhn 
Eliot (rardiner have chatged uur 
perspective on Beclhoven by 
going buck ta {he seuurces imal 
usinjf original insiruments, Enyce 
they’ influcnerd you? 

Their work is iuteresling, bul | 
woul be unhippy if ıl the musir of 
the sl were playecl in their manner. 
li one day, Bedllrrwen Îs no longer 
playetl excel un the fortepiano, H 
woul mom he has bern tlrupped 
Irun the repertoire. He dremel uf 
an instrunıem whiclı was neither the 
une he possessel nur a Steinway 
grane. He wasn" happy wilh the in- 
strumértls of his time, but hal no 


way of imagining how pinnns woul 
evolve after his deaili. 


HEN you werc sill a 

teenager you grve recitals 
of Becthoven's late sonalas, 
which ure widely hought to be 
unplayahle by young pinnists. 

Ûo you know whal nıy son Danîel 
likes playing? Nut the early sonatas, 
but the Hammerklayvîer and the Dia- 
belli Varialions — in other words 
late Bcelhoven. 1 think there's a lot 
to be gained from studying such 
masterpieces early on in lite. Wlıat 
you play wlıcn you're young leaves 
a lasting lınpression on you. So why 
not start with the greal works, Î, 100, 
studiecî the late sonatas before the 
early ones, and played the Ham- 
merklavier at a very early age at 
private recitals. 


Don't people underestimate the 
early sonatas when they claqim 
they are only suitable for young 
players? Sviatoslab Richter 
thinks theyre grealer than the 
Inte ones. 

1 have revise hy upiniun of the 
Ups J and Opus 7 somitlas. Their 
sli ımwements have infinite possi- 
lii, The lwo cauitas Beethevwun 
canposetl in Boute before Kuinp te 
Tent Turshadow lhe Bh Syn 
plony atl Fileli — at 18 he hirl 
rads const ınusic lı’ welel 
use dii lor the scene in Ficlelius 
where Ihe prisoners dre released, 

That Sys i Jol abot the early for 
ition of Heetheven's pouius. Ihe 
trnltionil viuw is that his works fill 

into ree dislinrl cremMive ind slyl- 
isti perils, [think a more Mexible 
ıppreach is called fan’. 


Pianists worry hat theyll bore 
their aucdliences lf they ply’ all 
Beclioven's repcals. Yvonne 
Lefébure never played repcants — 
slıe said she couldn't bring her- 
sclf to play such sublime nusi- 
cal phrasvs taice In successlurı. 
Î enn ıınderstandl jusl how serious 
she was being brPhind that qutip. I 


